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President Inge Venus called the 88t Awards Meeting to order at 10:10 A.M. Polly
Brooks, Second Vice President, led the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.
Inge welcomed over 65 garden clubs. She then thanked Nan Merolla, Meetings Chair,
and Office Secretary Barbara Romblad for all their hard work in preparing for
today’s meeting. The four clubs responsible for creating our lovely center-pieces
were recognized; Arbor Garden Club of Clinton, Kensington Garden Club, Long Hill
Garden Club, and Manchester Garden Club. Inge enthusiastically announced that
our new website, spearheaded by former President Jane Waugh, has been
successfully launched and that the new password is charteroak.

Inge welcomed former FGCCT Presidents Dee Mozzochi, Maria Nahom, Donna
Nowak, Ronnie Schoelzel, Jacqueline Connell, and Jane Waugh and Board officers.
The minutes of the 87th Awards Meeting were reviewed by the Executive Committee
and found to be in order. She asked for a motion to dispense with the reading of the
minutes. Motion made by Shirley Hall, seconded by Jane Polacco, carried.

Inge presented Sally Kuslis with a Presidential Citation for her hard work and
dedication as Books Chair over the past four years. Pomperaug Valley Garden Club
celebrated their 90t anniversary and Bethany Garden Club celebrated their 50t
anniversary. Both were given special recognition with a National Garden Clubs
Certificate of Merit. Inge acknowledged the hard work and time invested by Office
Secretary Barbara Romblad in preparing 179 Award Certificates that needed to be
signed by Awards Chair Janet Spaulding and Inge, and also the time spent by Carol
Goertz, Silver Manager, to have all of the silver awards engraved and to organize
today’s presentations. At this point, Inge handed the meeting over to Janet so she
could proceed with the program. Awards were presented as follows by Inge with
NGC Board member Jacqueline Connell for the NGC awards; Awards of Honor by




Advisory Council Chair Jane Waugh; Tribute Awards by Second Vice President Polly
Brooks; Special Certificates by First Vice President Arlene Field. Awards Committee
Chairs Jan Hickcox, Nancy Lenoce, Peggy Lajoie, Carol Steiner, Liz Rinaldi, Dottie Fox
in addition to Scholarship Chair Margareta Kotch and Judges Council Chair Trish
Manfredi presented their respective awards together with President Inge Venus to
the various clubs and individual recipients. A special engraved stone award
presentation was made by Rodney Hayes to Shaune Miller for the Love-ly Garden
Award. NGC, NEGC and FGCCT awards are all listed in the 2017 Awards Booklet.

Following over 175 worthy awards, Inge had the pleasure of announcing the 2017
Bronze Medal recipient. We awarded this honor to Dr. Theodore Andreadis, the
Director of The Agricultural Experiment Station in New Haven. Following a brief
overview of his accomplishments by Inge, Dr. Andreadis addressed the membership
with reference to The Agricultural Experiment Station’s many scientific
accomplishments and services available to the public as well as extending his
welcome to our Federation to use Jones Auditorium for various functions.

The formal Awards Meeting was concluded at 12:05 P.M. Inge reminded everyone
to vote for their favorite “Dinner and a Movie” Tablescapes, view all the special
displays by member garden clubs and by Board members, including her own
President’s Project displays and President’s brochure as well as special Xeriscape
brochures prepared by State Projects Chair Holly Kocet; to shop, to buy drawing
tickets and to enjoy conversation during the social hour.

National Garden Clubs Board Member and former FGCCT President Jacqueline
Connell offered the Blessing. Lunch was served at 1:10 P.M. Between the main
course and dessert, Trish Manfredi announced the winners of the ten Tablescapes in
the following three categories - with Garden Club of Orange winning “Most Exciting
Use of Color” for their Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory; Thames River
Garden Club winning “Most innovative use of plant material” for their Mystic Pizza;
and Manchester Garden Club winning "My favorite” for their Ratatouille. ~ Cathy
Ritch spoke about the 2018 CT Flower Show. Both were handed a floral bouquet by
Inge for their dedication and service to The Federation. Inge then called on Jane
Waugh and presented her with a floral bouquet for having spearheaded the creation
and launch of our new website. Inge then presented a Presidential Citation to our
Office Secretary Barbara Romblad for her continuous dedication and service. Inge
then asked Jane Waugh to the podium. Jane commented that she was glad that
many liked and were using the website, and stated that assistance on the site is
needed. Maintenance will be divided among many so any one person would
maintain only a small portion. It’s a good opportunity to learn WordPress, which can
be fun. This was followed by the drawing conducted by Nan Merolla.

Inge concluded the meeting with congratulations and thanks to all the clubs for their
hard work.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:10 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Karin Pyskaty




