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October - November 2017
Here is the second bimonthly issue of our CFNEWS and announcement of
launching our new website. Log on at www.ctgardenclubs.org. 

We trust that you will welcome being able to link on to a printable pdf with the links 
featured in this version of our October-November CFNEWS.

Joan Burgess
News Manager 

Quick link to October/November calendar - click HERE for print version
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President's Message

Greetings Fellow Gardeners:  

Now that the summer season has come to a close,  many garden clubs have started
up again with their open membership meetings.

September was a busy month for our Federation:  two NGC schools - one of them the
Gardening School held at Jones Auditorium at the Agricultural Experiment Station;
the other the Flower Show School held at the Kellogg's Environmental Center in
Derby.

FLOWER SHOW SCHOOL COURSE II

Left: Instructor Barbara May teaching Design, Right: African Violets for Horticulture practice point 
scoring

http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
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From Left to right:  Outdoor plant identification with Dr. Jeffrey Ward, Scientist Gail Ridge showing
borer infested imported wooden sign and Plant Pathology Lab Scientist Dr. Li explaining tools for
diagnosis.

And this was the year when we sponsored our biennial Club Presidents' Day as part
of our September Board meeting.   We had more than sixty club representatives in
attendance who regarded it a privilege to become witness to the unveiling of our new
website.  We shared upcoming events, projects and programs with them and
engaged their attention in numerous other areas The Federation offers to our garden
clubs while at the same time our former President Jane Waugh showed the
corresponding website image on a large screen. See images below of the meeting. 
You may now go online at www.ctgardenclubs.org and look at our new website.  Click
on each of the tabs at the top of the home page and explore the drop-down menus
underneath them. I think you will be pleasantly surprised how easy it is now to find an
answer to many of your questions.  And a totally new feature is the Events Calendar.  
Keep scrolling all the way through 2018.  Many club events and FGCCT/NEGC/NGC
events are already listed.  Our user name remains as fgcct and your club president
will share our new password with you.

Our next major event, the 88th Annual Awards Meeting, takes place on October 25that
Aqua Turf.  You will need to make your reservation promptly since Aqua Turf only
allows 390 guests to attend. In addition to our presentation of numerous National and
State awards, you will have the opportunity to enjoy looking at the beautiful
tablescapes designed by ten of our garden clubs and cast your ballot in three
different categories.

Here are some more programs that you may want to participate in:

Beyond Beginning Design Workshops:  These just ever so popular workshops are
held at CAES on October 6th, and December 1st and are filling up fast.   Register
with Cathy Ritch and send your check for $30 to her address at 11 Old Fire Road,
Trumbull, CT 06611.

President's 2017-2019 Contests:  If your Club is considering creating a Pollinator-
friendly garden or a Xeriscape garden in a public place in accordance with my 2017-
2019 Theme "Plant Connecticut - Be a Conservation Champion", that supports a
healthy environment for today and for future generations by conserving water,
assisting pollination and garden naturally.  Please register your intent with our State
Projects Chair, Holly Kocet and return the official registration form to her by

GARDENING SCHOOL COURSE IV

http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
mailto:cathyritch.ct@gmail.com?subject=Beyond%20Beginnings%20Design%20Workshop%20Registration
mailto:hollyk325@yahoo.com?subject=President%27s%202017-2019%20Contest


4/21

November 2018. Individual gardeners may also enter this contest by creating a
Xeriscape garden on their private property.

Hope to see many of you at the Awards Meeting on October 25th.

In the spirit of Conservation,
Inge Venus

Left to Right - A full house of club presidents listening attentively to President Inge Venus.  In
background are nine of the 22 tri-fold displays exhibited that day.  President Inge Venus held a brief
memorial service to re�re our current website as shown on screen.

Close ups of tri-fold displays.

Left to Right - Presentation by Landscape Design School Chair Susan Laursen while simultaneously
that area on the new website was unveiled.   Susan was one of 27 Board members presenting that
day.  During the break, club presidents gathered around some of our Board members in front of their
displays.  Here is CT Flower Show Chair and Beyond Beginning Workshop Chair Cathy Ritch. The
highlight of the event was the unveiling of our new website by former President and Task Force Chair
Jane Waugh.
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From Left to Right - A sumptuous luncheon prepared by our Board members and coordinated by
Gerri Giordano concluded this very informative event. Dottie Fox made one of her famous sheet
cakes again for Club Presidents' Day - this time interpreting Inge's theme of "Plant Connecticut - Be A
Conservation Champion".  Here the official cake cutting.

FGCCT Announces New Logo and Launches New Website
by Jane Waugh

Effective September 20th, The FGCCT has an updated, modernized and more
colorful new logo, first unveiled that day on the newly launched FGCCT website.  The
logo retains a tree image and other elements of the former logo, but is more vibrant. 
Formats of the logo are available in the ABOUT US section of the new website for
use on future printed and electronic media of your club.  There is a "Horizontal"
version for stationary and a more compact "Badge" version for smaller square
spaces.

Explore our new website! One new feature is a guide to AWARDS by category and by
due date. A map is available for non-garden club members to find a club in their
neighborhood. The EVENTS CALENDAR includes more extensive information than
has been available before.  You can choose to view a list of only club events, only
state events or see them all on one list. Click on any one on the list for more detail.
The MEMBER LOGIN section, contains a lot of new tips for clubs and other valuable
information. More will be added in the future.  The Directory of Speakers found there
is now searchable by topic, making it easier to find someone who speaks on subjects
of interest to your club. You can submit your evaluation of speakers right after you
hear them, rather than waiting until year-end, and look at evaluations by other clubs.
And while forms are found throughout the site, this area includes a list and access to
all forms. All club presidents have received the updated password for the MEMBER
LOGIN area, which should only be shared with fellow garden club members.
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Many thanks to the Task Force who worked hard over the past two years to develop
the site and to the many members who contributed. We welcome all comments and
suggestions to enhance the new site.

Jane Waugh, Website Task Force Chair, waugh@optonline.net

Task Force members: Inge Venus, Marty Sherman (chief technical advisor!), Arlene
Field, Pat Dray, Leslie Martino, Jan Broome, Lynn Hyson.

UPCOMING EVENTS

 Join us at the Annual Awards Meeting, October 25, 2017
By Nan Merolla

I hope you plan to join us at the 88th Annual FGCCT Awards Meeting and Luncheon
on Wednesday, October 25th at the Aqua Turf Country Club in Plantsville, CT. 
Registration begins at 9:00 am, meeting at 10:00 am.  Reservations must be received
by Wednesday, October 18th.  Click  HERE for the registration form.

Awards Chair Janet Spaulding (on the right) and our
President Inge Venus (left) will run the meeting.  

This photo was taken after the successful conclusion
of the Awards Selection Committee meeting held in
June at CAES.

This promises to be a wonderful day, when over
eighty State and National Awards will be given for
the exceptional work Club members have done
during the past year.  You will also see some of the winning projects documented by
colorful display posters.  It is wonderful to see how much can be accomplished and
you can get ideas for projects you can undertake at your club. 

To add to the enjoyment of the day, ten Garden Clubs will present "Dinner and a
Movie," innovative tablescapes inspired by movies with a food theme.  You'll be
"wowed" by classic and contemporary interpretations - and YOU are the judge!  Cast
your vote for:  1) My favorite - I'd like to party here!  2) Most exciting use of color!  Or
3) Most innovative use of plant material!  When you arrive, you will receive ballots -it
should be great fun!

There will be a superb group of vendors for your shopping pleasure before the
meeting and during breaks.  You can see a complete list of the vendors and a
description of what they will be offering by clicking HERE. 

mailto:waugh@optonline.net
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/155a96b2-31c4-4398-a452-87e868c3c0ec.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/b6021157-b3be-4471-9ee6-fe45a2e73ac7.pdf
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Make sure to purchase your tickets for the drawings that will take place during lunch. 
You'll have a chance to win one of our vendor's lovely gifts or one of the beautiful
table centerpieces, created by the Manchester Garden Club, Long Hill Garden Club,
Arbor Garden Club of Clinton, and the Kensington Garden Club.

I look forward to seeing you on October 25th. If you have any questions, please
email Nan Merolla. 

Registration Form and Awards Meeting Flyer.

ncmerolla@aol.com
203-216-0884

Floral Design Workshops - Beyond Beginnings (Fall 2017)
Offered by Cathy Ritch

In the world of Floral Design, the only thing that is
constant is change. This year, in the world of NGC floral
design, the change is a new Handbook for Flower
Shows.

The Beyond Beginning workshops this fall will include
information and Design Types from the new Handbook. 

The Fall Series is intended for designers who are
comfortable with Creative Designs and the Principles
and Elements of Design. Whatever your skill level, we
welcome you to enroll as an observer at no charge.

Where: CAES (Jones Auditorium), 123 Huntington St, New Haven
Oct 6 (Cascade), Dec 1 (Grouped Mass)
Time: 10-12:30pm

Sessions will be taught by accredited NGC judges. Included in each 2.5 hour session
is a lecture, followed by a hands-on workshop, and critique. Critiques are done in
small groups by the instructor and other accredited judges to aid participants in
improving their design skills. The cost per session of $30 covers all materials.

If you have any questions, email Cathy Ritch. To register, send a check made out to
FGCCT ($30 per class you wish to take) to Cathy Ritch, 11 Old Fire Rd, Trumbull, CT
06611. Include your name/email/garden club/phone number/class dates desired.
Space is limited. E-mail confirmations will be provided. 

Although both workshops are SOLD OUT, send your name if you would like to be
placed on the list of observers (no charge).  Coming April 6, 2018 is The Intro to

mailto:ncmerolla@aol.com
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/155a96b2-31c4-4398-a452-87e868c3c0ec.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/6b68bf45-9311-4aff-bb76-08f9640a38d2.pdf
mailto:ncmerolla@aol.com
mailto:cathy.ritch.ct@gmail.com?subject=Floral%20Design%20Workshop
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Holiday Tour to Boston: December 5-6, 2017 
Join our two-day tour to experience Christmas in Boston, when the city turns into a
festive wonderland of lights, spectacular decorations, holiday magic  and plenty of
good cheer.  Click HERE for detailed information, click HERE for registration form.
We still have a few openings.

Tulip Cruise in Springtime: April 30, 2018 - May 8, 2018  
A scenic river cruise will take you through Holland and Belgium at peak blooming
time.  Highlights include a visit to see the breathtaking colors of Keukenhof, also
known as the "Garden of Europe" where seven million flower bulbs are planted! This
beautiful and historic springtime river cruise vacation stops at charming cites
including Antwerp where its Botanical Gardens display many hidden treasures.  The
holiday concludes in Amsterdam with a canal cruise to some of the city's best-kept
secrets: private gardens and courtyards.  Click HERE for detailed information, click
HERE for registration form. 

Or for a brochure on these trips -
Call:  860.521.5278

Creative Design for beginners wanting to learn Creative Design.

Cathy Ritch,
Beyond Beginning Workshop Chair

Federation Tour to Boston in December & Holland in April!
Tours from Donna DeSimone

http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/66a90f0d-1fbd-4324-b597-e459e45b94c6.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/c2a23b0c-aaff-4c0f-9526-8c12aa75a0b3.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/30c8a719-595d-4d51-bfba-aeed71f9e94f.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/ba58ad68-d841-465e-9b3f-90af72696fad.pdf
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Or email your request to: Donna De Simone

Looking forward to fun tours with former and new travelers.

Donna De Simone
FGCCT Tours Coordinator 

l

The Federated Garden Clubs of CT Calendar of Events 
by Ellie Tessmer

Click HERE to download printable calendar for events in
October and November

Award Applications
Club Yearbook Contest

Deadline November 15, 2017
If your club is interested in participating in the FGCCT Yearbook Contest, please
submit three copies of your 2017-2018 Club Yearbook to our Yearbook Manager as
soon as they become available.  The deadline for submitting your current Yearbook is
November 15th.

The Yearbooks will be judged according to National Guidelines and the highest
scoring Yearbook in each of the six Class sizes will be sent to the New England
Garden Clubs (NEGC)  by their February 1st deadline.

Clubs with a 2018 Yearbook may submit three copies at the beginning of the year, but
no later than April 1, 2017, and will be included in next year's judging.
Award winners will be announced next year at the October 24, 2018, Awards
Luncheon.

David Pritchard, Yearbook Manager
27 Ashlar Village,
Wallingford, CT 06492
pritchardh75@gmail.com

NGC Awards Applications

Deadline December 15, 2017
National Garden Clubs Awards Applications Due

If any club currently has a project whose completion date went beyond the FGCCT
deadline of May 31, 2017, but will be completed by November of this year, they may

mailto:d.desimone1@cox.net
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/09e83b7c-bdb0-447f-8556-ecc4cff71017.pdf
mailto:pritchardh75@gmail.com?subject=Club%20Year%20Book%20Contest
mailto:pritchardh75@gmail.com
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complete the NGC Awards Application and submit it directly to Awards Chair, Janet 
Spaulding, before the December 15th deadline.

To download the NGC Awards Application, CLICK HERE.  You may fill out most of 
form online, print and use additional pages for questions 2 - 6.  

Janet Spaulding, Awards Chair
spaulding.janet556@gmail.com

Publications Awards

Deadline December 15, 2017
The deadline for submitting your club's publications for consideration of an award is
rapidly approaching.  You will need to submit the following by the December 15th
deadline:

1. Three different issues of your newsletter, either as hard copy or electronically.
Winning ones go to National Garden Clubs (NGC) by January 15th.   Awards
Year is January 1st to December 31st.

2. One original copy of the following:  Blogs; calendar; club history; cookbook;
educational pamphlets; Facebook page; manuals; newspaper columns; power
point presentations; scrapbook of special events; videos; websites.

Your submissions will be judged and may be forwarded to the National Garden Clubs
for consideration for one of their awards.  Please submit any of the before-mentioned
publication items your club has developed during the year.

The only exception to the December 15th deadline is the Publicity Press books
covering your club's publicity from January 1st to December 31st. These are not due
until January 25th in order to be submitted to the New England Garden Clubs
(NEGC) for their February deadline.

We are hereby directing our Clubs to the AWARDS MANUAL, please CLICK HERE to
download. This manual provides deadlines as well as the Scales of Points to judge
items.

Becky Paul, Public Relations Chair
259 Saw Mill Road, Guilford 06437
beccamariapaul@yahoo.com.

UPCOMING FLOWER SHOWS

mailto:spaulding.janet556@gmail.com?subject=NGC%20Awards%20Application
mailto:spaulding.janet556@gmail.com
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/02ddcc48-54ff-47a5-8631-ae039109789a.pdf
mailto:beccamariapaul@yahoo.com
mailto:beccamariapaul@yahooo.com
http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/89a00a4f-2fdc-408f-aef2-093b84a9019e.pdf
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"You'd Know the Breath of Spring that Makes Me Sing"
By Cathy Ritch

For the fans of the great Ella Fitzgerald and Duke Ellington, our upcoming Federated
Garden Clubs of Ct, Inc. state flower show will have you singing with joy. Please join
the Sweet Peas Flower Show Committee in ensuring the success of our 2018 Flower
Show. 

Take a "Spring Fling" and enter one of the many classes that are "Full of Promise" of
the "Beauty Anticipated" and share your "Gardening Wealth".  You have the
opportunity individually or with your Garden Club to participate in this annual event,
which is in conjunction with the thirty-seventh Connecticut Home and Garden Show at
the Connecticut Convention Center from February 22-25, 2018.

There truly is something for everyone to enjoy with this show-whether as an exhibitor
or a show volunteer or an attendee. We have openings for hostesses and hospitality
during the Show and especially encourage you to enter any horticulture that is "Full of
Promise". There are a wide variety of horticulture classes covering cacti, succulents,
orchids, forced bulbs, container grown plants and arboreals-so take a look at your
indoor specimens and your shrubs and trees and start planning your entries now! 
Treat yourself to a new plant, before Nov 22, and enter it in the show!

For more detailed information: CLICK HERE  to download the schedule.
For discount tickets: CLICK HERE to download the discount ticket flyer.

http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/747facc2-a905-41f8-af9a-261e4d2db956.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/340bf3d5-a5b5-4efb-b8a9-c7c626bcd8fc.pdf
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From February 22-25, 2018, the Connecticut Convention Center will be bursting with
the sights and smells of Spring as FGCCT presents "A Breath of Spring", A Standard
Flower Show.  The Show Committee "The Sweet Peas" have been working since
March on what we hope will transport you to Springtime, regardless of what the
weather outside tells you. 

Consider the Division titles chosen by Donna Nowak, Schedule Chair:  Full of
Promise, Beauty Anticipated, Gardening Wealth, and Spring Fling.  Thinking of Spring
yet?   Perhaps titles such as Buried Beauty, Fluttering Foliage, Ducklings and
Dogwoods used in Horticulture will bring Spring sights and smells to your mind. 
Maybe Design Titles such as Afternoons Cool and Balmy, Earth Songs, or Dazzling
Profusion will inspire you.  Or could be it's the Photography Titles like April Showers,
Life Springs Eternal or Woodland Wanderings will conjure up images of Spring. 
Thinking of Spring yet?

The creative team of Paula Inglese (Creative Staging) and Mary Ellen Unger
(Floorplan and Graphics) have also been hard at work.  I can almost smell those
potted spring bulbs, can you?  The beautiful, emerald green grass, used in staging
will be so lush you'll want to sit on it. 

Back again by popular demand will be the People's Choice Design Award in honor of
Barbara Bruce.  The award was named in honor of Barbara as a most fitting tribute to
someone who gave many years and countless hours of her time to the yearly State
Flower Shows.  Remember to cast your ballot.

If by now you are 'thinking Spring', GET READY FOR THE SHOW!  Decide what
you'll exhibit (schedules will be mailed to your email and available at the October
Awards Luncheon), showvolunteers@yahool.com.  Come to the show (discount
tickets are available for $13).  All details can be found on the Federation website
www.ctgardenclubs.org.

Cathy Ritch, 2018 Show Chair

Club Flower Show Dates to Remember!
October 11, 2017: 12-3 PM
The Riverside Garden Club/The Garden Club of Old Greenwich
An NGC Small-Standard Flower Show - "Georgia O'Keeffe"
Old Greenwich Riverside Civic Center, 90 Harding Road, Old Greenwich, CT 06870
Entries open to Club Members only
Admittance open to Club Members and Invited Guests

October 13, 2017: I-5 PM & October 14, 2017: 10 AM-4 PM
Wilton Garden Club presents "Art in Bloom, featuring fine art and sculpture inspiring
the floral Designs, plus Horticulture, Educational displays, Youth & Senior Exhibits,
Gardens and Botanical Arts exhibits. 

mailto:showvolunteers@yahoo.com
http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
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Who is this charming lady?

An NGC Standard Flower Show
Historical Old Town Hall, 69 Ridgefield Road, Wilton, CT 06897
Entries open to All
Admittance: Admission $10.00
Check website for details and Flower Show Schedule:  www.wiltongardenclub.org. 
Contact: Nan Merolla

October 19, 2017
Shippan Point Garden Club
An NGC Horticulture Specialty FS - "Moonstruck"
Stamford Yacht Club

ARTICLES OF INTEREST 

The Pomperaug Valley Garden Club celebrated its 90th
By Marty Sherman 

The Pomperaug Valley Garden Club celebrated its 90th anniversary year on Friday,
September 8, with a festive gathering in the historic Jabez Bacon House in
Woodbury. It was in the drawing room of this magnificent three-story Georgian home-
built circa 1760 for 30-year-old merchant and banker Jabez Bacon, reputed to be
Connecticut's first millionaire - that an intrepid group of women met on May 11, 1927,
to "discuss the possibilities of forming a Garden Club."
They agreed, that day, on the following: "That members
be drawn from Woodbury and Southbury Townships,
That each member should have a garden and work in
that garden herself, That each member be willing and
active in the work of the club and actively assist in club
exhibitions." Club membership was to be limited "so the
group would not be unwieldy in its numbers."  This
ambitious young club held a plant sale less than a
month later, "which netted $21.30, with one member
contributing 100 hollyhocks!" A mere two months later, in
August 1927, they held their first Flower Show. Dues
were set at $3 a year, and a $1 fine levied for anyone
who failed to exhibit in a flower show!

Pictured to the right:  Picture of one of the 90th Anniversary Committee members,
Marcy Jackson

Joining current members and their spouses for wine and hors d'oeuvres 90 years
later were local officials, including below, First Selectman Bill Butterly, Selectwoman
Barbara Perkinson and Selectman Michael Gransky, and the directors of the town

http://www.wiltongardenclub.org/
mailto:ncmerolla@aol.com
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Guests enjoying Hors d'Oeuvres President Marty Sherman

library, neighboring Glebe House Museum, and the Flanders Nature Center and Land
Trust. 

Club president Marty Sherman welcomed the approximately 85 attendees on
a beautiful, cool September evening, sharing greetings and congratulations from
FGCCT President Inge Venus, who will present an official certificate from NGC
honoring the club's anniversary at the October FGCCT Awards Luncheon

After thanking all in attendance for their support of the club, Marty closed with
excerpts from a letter penned by founding member Hope Huntington Wilson on the
occasion of the 50th anniversary in 1977:

Regarding their first Flower Show, in August 1927, she wrote:

"To our great surprise and gratification, over 200 people attended our Show. We had
about ten or twelve classes, among them: "All around arrangement for dining-room
table", "Large arrangement suitable for hallway", "Arrangement of mixed annuals in
low container", "Any kind of flower exhibit by a child", "Assortment of perennials in
round vases", and the entry that brought us the greatest publicity, "Colorful bouquet
for a sweet smelling invalid." The wording of the last entry above was not our only
mistake. I met a father proudly carrying a miniature garden arranged on a tray for
which his son had received First Prize in Children's Class. He was delighted when I
congratulated him, and said happily, "Yes, we are glad he got First Prize. His mother
and I really arranged it, but we let him think he did it."

But it was her closing comments I found most prescient:

"It was fifty years ago when in 1927 we light-heartedly launched the Pomperaug
Valley Garden Club and annual Flower Show. Today, both Club and Show have
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prospered beyond our dreams, and deserve the excellent reputation they have
achieved...but we had one precious gift in 1927, which the Garden Club of 1977
seems to me to miss. We had time, then, and calm to enjoy our lives in a more
leisurely way and my wish for the next 50 years for the Garden Club is that the
present members and those to come, may enjoy their club in a more leisurely and
unhurried way."

To which I say, as the proud president of the Pomperaug
Valley Garden Club this anniversary year: AMEN!  May
we find more time for our gardens, and may those
gardens offer peace and calm in this very hectic world
we live in. 

Marty Sherman

Former Club Presidents with current Club President
Marty Sherman in front of Jabez Bacon House.

Manchester Garden Club Elected New Officers

The Manchester Garden Club elected new officers and presented the 2017
scholarship awards at their June meeting, held at the New Irish Garden at Wickham
Park. The Manchester Garden Club will resume its monthly meetings Monday
September 11, at 7:00 pm. at the newly renovated basement of the  Center
Congregational Church, 41 Center Street, Manchester. The September meeting will
start with our speaker Todd Hansen.  He will talk on Bonsai Basics: Illusion vs.
Reality.  Design and horticulture techniques will be discussed. Hanson is a past
president of the Bonsai Society of greater Hartford and has had formal training and
years of dedicated independent study with Bonsai masters from around the world. 
He says anyone who can grow a houseplant can grow a Bonsai...you just need a little
more information.

The meetings are open, the public is encouraged to attend.  A $5.00 donation is
suggested for non-members.  The meetings are held the second Monday of the
month from September through June.  Each meeting will have exciting guest
speakers. The active and award winning  Manchester Garden Club supports the
community through a variety of projects and activities, including designing, planning
and maintaining five town gardens, awarding an annual scholarship, and participating
in other town and regional gardening and environmental activities. The club's current
goal and focus are to support a healthy environment for today and the future,
conservation, gardening naturally and assisting pollinators.

www.ManchesterGardenClubs.org

http://www.manchestergardenclubs.org/
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Pictured are the newly elected officers and the 2017 scholarship winners:  

Jacob Gardner, Scholarship Winner; Ann Martell,
Secretary; Gail Secchiaroli, Past President; Lynda

Brown, President; Lynda Tingley, Vice President; Peggy
Newton, Treasurer; Nichole Hodges, Scholarship winner

Youth Activities
from Dottie Fox

Welcome back!  I am so pleased to be the new Youth Chair for the next two years.  For the
past six years, I have been the Garden Therapy/World Gardening Chair so I have now moved
to the other side of the age spectrum. I am on a learning curve, just as you are in your many
new adventures with the children in your communities.  Let's work together, to make it an
amazing, exciting and educational experience for all!

We are starting off with the annual Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owl Poster contest. 
Elementary students from grades 1-5 may participate.  As you
know this contest has been offered by the National Garden
Clubs, Inc. and the United States Forest Service for over 50
years.  Smokey Bear has been dealing with fire prevention
since 1944 because 99% of all wildfires are caused by human
carelessness.  Woodsy Owl has promoted environmental
conservation through the 4 R's- Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and
Rot (Compost) since 1971.

Here are some simple tips for making a great poster which
you can share with the teachers, librarians, scout leaders or
anyone else who is working with the children:
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1. A good poster has a bold and simple design.
2. Its message is easy to understand and is to be printed on the poster- for Smokey Bear

it is "Only YOU Can Prevent Wildfires!"  For Woodsy Owl it is "Lend a Hand--Care for
the Land!

3. Paper should be provided for the children - 11x17 inches in size. Crayons, markers,
poster paints or water colors can be used. The drawing can be pasted upon a second
piece of flat paper - no 3D posters.

4. Only Smokey Bear or Woodsy can be on the poster- not together.  It can be the whole
figure of Smokey or Woodsy or just their heads - it's the child's choice

5. Members of the National Garden Clubs, Inc. can purchase Smokey or Woodsy
promotional and educational products at the national Symbols Cache website
(www.symbols.gov)- there cannot be any computer scanned, or electronically
generated images - the children can draw  Smokeyand Woodsy - but the coloring and
costume must be accurate, since they are official symbols protected by law.

6. Posters will be judged on originality, design, the slogan, artwork and overall great
design. Make sure all the words are spelled correctly (I often make such mistakes!).

Include the following information on the back of the poster in the lower-right hand corner:

1. The name of the child, his/her address and phone number, grade level, school and
teacher's name, city and state.  If the school does not want the child's demographics on
the drawing, please substitute the school address and phone number.

2. Include the name of the sponsoring local Garden Club, as well as its address, phone
number and email for the local Garden Club youth chair.

Please note that garden clubs will need to judge the posters they receive for each of the five
grade levels and submit only the winning poster for each grade level - for a total of five
posters.  Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owl posters are not judged separately.   Garden Clubs
will have to decide which one interprets the theme better.

Please submit your posters to me no later than January 19, 2018.  I have to submit the five
winning posters to our New England Garden Clubs' Chair  by February 23, 2018. There will
be a winner in each of the five grades. Make a copy or scan the poster- they will not be
returned to us.
Good Luck, let's encourage the children to get drawing and contact me with questions.

Dottie Fox, Chair
email - foxdt5@aol.com phone - 203-592-9980

Club Donations to Scholarship and
Garden Therapy and World Gardening

Club Donations received since our August/September issue:

http://www.symbols.gov/
mailto:foxdt5@aol.com
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SCHOLARSHIP:
7/31/17 Riverside GC  
8/17/17 Daytime Gardeners (in memory of Harriet Glass) 
9/22/17 Evergreen GC  

GARDEN THERAPY and WORLD GARDENING:
8/17/17 N. Stonington GC 
6/27/17 Danbury GC 

Your donation is very much appreciated.
Peggy Lajoie Garden Therapy and World Gardening Chair mlaj123@sbcglobal.net
Margareta Kotch Scholarship Chair margareta.kotch@icloud.com  

Fun Images!

Our State Projects Chair Holly 
Kocet at the Newtown Labor Day 
Parade in  Polly Pollinator 
costume to "Protect Our 
Pollinators".

mailto:mlaj123@sbcglobal.net
mailto:margareta.kotch@icloud.com
http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/


19/21

Eye on Horticulture - October 2017
Reported by Liz Rinaldi

Fall is already upon us. Where did the summer go? Fortunately, for me fall is the perfect time 
to transplant, as we are in the process of moving and after 36 years in one place there is 
quite a lot to be moved inside and outside of the house.

Now the dilemma is this: which of my beloved plants do I move, my favorites or those with 
sentimental value?  As I have stated before in past articles I have many favorites. I have a 
modest collection of Hosta, and a current favorite is a variety named 'Afterglow'. I purchased 
it a few years back and it is now just coming into its own. It is a beautiful large upright-
mounded variety with lightly corrugated heart shaped leaves. They have a wide yellow 
margin and a green center.  It is a stunning focal point in the garden.  Or, do I dare try to 
move my Itoh Peony 'Julia Rose'?  It is an intersectional peony, which means it is a cross 
between a tree peony and a herbaceous peony.  It looks much like a tree peony in form and 
flower but dies to the ground in winter as do herbaceous peonies. 'Julia Rose' covers herself 
with large flowers that start out a cherry pink in color that will fade to peach and then to 
yellow. All three flower shades can occur at the same time creating a lovely effect. Fall is the 
preferred time to transplant peonies of all species.

http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
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As for my sentimental favorites, how do I leave 
behind my Rodgersia podo phylla?  It originally 
grew on the grounds of my children's prep school 
and was given to me circa 1997 by my son's 
freshman year English teacher who had a great 
love of horticulture and has sadly since passed 
away.  Rod gersia podophylla spreads by rhizomes 
and if grown in the humus rich, acidic, 
moist soil it loves it will form a beautiful large colony
over time. This species of Rodgersia has
large palmate bronzy green leaves. Each palmate 
leaf has five to seven lobes, which resemble a 
duck's foot. Hence, its nickname duck foot 
Rodgersia. The flowers are white and somewhat 
resemble that of an Astilbe on steroids. This plant 
will naturalize beautifully along a waterside setting.

It will be sad to leave the varieties of unnamed peonies that dear friends have given me that 
were originally from their parents gardens, not to mention the numerous Mother's Day plants 
and bulbs that I received over the years.

My plan is to take what time allows but still leave the garden looking lush for the next owner. 
It is hard to leave the gardens, which have given me so much pleasure, but I do look forward 
to planting new ones and creating a whole new list of favorites.

Liz Rinaldi 
Horticulture Chair 

Deadline to submit articles/photos, ads and calendar events for the December/January issue
of the Connecticut Federation News is November 10, 2017.  Please submit to:

ARTICLES/PHOTOS
Joan Burgess
CFNewsManager@ctgardenclubs.org

ADVERTISING
Barbara Rombald
PO Box 854, Branford, CT 06405 
203.488.5528
fgcctoffice@gmail.com

CALENDAR
Ellie Tessmer
calendarcf@yahoo.com

Direct Circulation Queries to: Office Secretary, FGCCT, PO Box 848, Branford, CT 06405

mailto:CFNewsManager@ctgardenclubs.org
mailto:fgcctoffice@gmail.com?subject=Advertising%20submission%20
mailto:calendarcf@yahoo.com?subject=CF%20News%20calendar
mailto:fgcctoffice@gmail.com



