The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc.
Minutes of the Board Meeting
July 19, 2017
Cheshire Historical Society Museum
Hitchcock-Phillips House on the Green, Cheshire

Next meeting - Presidents’ Day
Wednesday - September 20, 2017
The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station
123 Huntington Street, New Haven

Breakfast: Dottie Fox, Maria Nahom, Karin Pyskaty
Luncheon: Hosted by all Board Members
Coordinated by Gerri Giordano

Present: Polly Brooks, Jacqueline Connell, Donna DeSimone, Pat Dray, Arlene Field, Krista
Fiorini, Dottie Fox, Gerri Giordano, Shirley Hall, Holly Kocet, Margareta Kotch, Sally Kuslis, Peggy
Lajoie, Susan Laursen, Nancy Lenoce, Terry Lubman, Carol Lubus, Trish Manfredi, Gini Mita, Nan
Morello, Maria Nahom, Donna Nowak, Katherine Patrick, Helen Pritchard, Jane Polacco, Karin
Pyskaty, Elizabeth Rinaldi, Cathy Ritch, Marty Sherman, Janet Spaulding, Carol Steiner, Inge Venus,
Jane Waugh.

Excused: Janette Barrows, Nancy Baker, Barbara Deysson, Jan Hickcox, Duane Luster, Becky
Paul, Ronnie Schoelzel, Ellie Tessmer.

President Venus welcomed everyone including former presidents Jacqueline Connell, Maria Nahom,
Donna Nowak, and Jane Waugh, and called the meeting to order at 10 AM. The meeting began with
the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America led by Krista Swanson Fiorini,
Blue Star Memorial Chair. Inge thanked Pat Dray, Polly Brooks and Karin Pyskaty, hostesses for
today’s meeting. She also acknowledged those who graciously contributed to today’s luncheon -
Jacqueline Connell, Maria Nahom, Helen Pritchard, Janet Spaulding, Barbara Romblad, Jean Galluci,
Diane Calabro and members of the Cheshire Garden Club.

Inge extended a warm welcome to new Board member Carol Steiner and presented her with her
name badge and a folder of pertinent Board information material.

Recording Secretary — Karin Pyskaty

The minutes of the May 3, 2017 FGCCT Board meeting were approved as corrected.
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President’s Report — Inge Venus

Inge spent a busy two and a half months adjusting to being FGCCT president! Bank records were updated to reflect
the current Financial Officers of our Board.

She officiated at the officer installation at the Spring Glen Garden Club. Both Polly Brooks and Arlene Field were
acknowledged for their assistance at installations, Blue Star Memorial Marker dedications, and the NGC
Convention.

In the absence of a NEWS Editor, Inge oversaw the production of both the May issue as well as the June/July
issues of the CFNEWS with the valuable assistance of our Office Secretary Barbara Romblad.

The Club Directory was sent to NGC so all club presidents would receive The National Gardener. The NGC has
received the names of our school chairs as well as our scholarship chair.

Inge stated that the New England Region is now officially called the New England Garden Clubs, Inc.
They plan to issue their newsletter Northern Exposure by August, with a profile of each of the six New
England State’s presidents.

Inge attended the Awards Selection Committee Meeting in June, organized by Janet Spaulding, and spoke highly of
the projects submitted by various garden clubs.

There has been lengthy collaboration regarding the development of our new website chaired by our immediate
former President Jane Waugh.

Corresponding Secretary — Carol Lubus

Carol shared a thank you note from Forest and Park Association for the donation in memory of Dick
Bauerfeld. Get well cards were sent to four FGCCT Board members.

Treasurer — Shirley Hall

As of June 30™ Balance Sheet our assets totaled $389,499.50 of which $76,687.48 is in restricted accounts
and the balance is in non-restricted accounts. Income year to date is $76,409.06 and our expenses are
$71,757.19. The Balance Sheet and Profit and Loss Report for the first half of our fiscal year which ended
on June 30" are available upon request.

Shirley requested that if the Chairs of various committees plan to include financial data in their reports,
they are to obtain the information from her to insure accuracy.

Shirley also acknowledged a most generous and substantial monetary gift to FGCCT from Terry Lubman.
The Board gave Terry a standing ovation.

First V.P. — Arlene Field

The office report from Barbara Romblad focused on updating the membership and club directories and
numerous communications with club treasurers. Our total membership as of July 13, 2017 is 6,506 in 124
clubs. We have 17 Affiliates and a total of 5,281 members are on Constant Contact.
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Arlene was pleased to report that she attended the 88™ Annual NGC Convention in Richmond VA where
Nancy Hargroves was installed as the 2017-19 NGC President. Nancy announced “Plant America” as her
theme and provided information regarding available grants.

Another highlight for Arlene was her installation as a Life Member! Jane asked the Board to give her a
hand for this honor.

The 2018 NGC Convention will be held in Philadelphia, PA and promises to be well worth the trip for our
garden club members.

There has been a change to the title of the educational schools. The school names will now be known as
Environmental School, Gardening School, Landscape Design School and Flower Show School. The terms
“study” and “studies” have been removed.

Arlene also reported that she is a member of the Website Task Force Team under the direction of Jane
Waugh.

Second V.P. — Polly Brooks

Polly encouraged us to attend Plant Science Day on the first Wednesday of August at Lockwood Farm.
She described the various activities and speakers and invited us to sign the clipboard for covering the
membership table for part of the time!

On behalf of Inge, she attended two Blue Star Memorial Marker dedications with Krista Fiorini as well as
helping to install the officers of the Danbury Garden Club.

In June, the Federation welcomed three new Lifetime Members: Fanny Row Cleary, Perennial Planters
Garden Club of Manchester, Kathleen Kobishyn, Milford Garden Club, Denise Rock, Garden Club of
Woodbridge.

Polly attended the Awards Selection Committee meeting held June 22, 2017, at CAES. The
recommendation was made to establish a new Tribute Award category in Photography and was voted in
by the Awards Committee.

Motion made by Polly Brooks: I move to accept the recommendation of the Awards
Committee to add Photography as a new Tribute Award category. 35 in favor /1 opposed.
Motion carried.

During May and June Polly spent considerable time contacting clubs and affiliates regarding
delinquencies.

Motion made by Polly Brooks: 1 move, with deep regret, that the Shoreline Community
Garden Club of East Haven be removed from Membership in The Federated Garden Clubs
of CT, Inc., for non-payment of dues as stipulated in Article VI of our By-Laws. Motion
carried.

Polly shared the circumstances behind the disbandment of the Brownstone Garden Club as they joined
forces with the Portland River Valley Garden Club.
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Motion made by Polly Brooks: | move we accept the decision of the Brownstone Garden
Club to disband, with a mixture of deep regret and a sense of promise for The Portland
River Valley Garden Club’s future. Motion carried.

Advisory Council — Jane Waugh

Jane gave a detailed report of her attendance of the National Convention in May in Richmond, Virginia.
She was pleased to report that our Federation received a goodly number of awards, which will officially
be presented at our Awards meeting in October. She read a letter from NGC Awards Vice President
Mary Warshauer recognizing our Federation’s Beyond Beginning workshops. Our Board gave Cathy
Ritch a standing ovation.

Jane attended an NGC Board meeting at the Convention since she is now officially a Board member.

She also acknowledged that she received a call from an executive at Bigelow about the possibility of
a FGCCT branded package to sell, possibly as a fundraiser.

Jane shared the names of the four clubs set to receive the Award of Honor at the Awards Meeting in
October.

Motion made by Jane Waugh: | move that the aforementioned clubs be approved to receive
the Award of Honor in the small, medium, large and extra large categories. Motion carried.

Awards — Janet Spaulding

Dr Theodore Andreadis and Jeffrey Maron were presented as nominees for the Bronze Medal. Closed
ballot voting took place. Dr. Theodore Andreadis will be presented with the Bronze Medal at the October
Awards Luncheon.

The Awards Selection Committee met at CAES on June 22, 2017 to review all applications and annual
club reports for potential awards. Each Chair reviewed all submissions, prepared written descriptions of
the projects and presented them to the Committee. Polly will review materials and, as second vice
president, will make Tribute award selections. Inge and Ellie keeping track of past awards to avoid
duplications. Committee members are asked to submit drafts of their write-ups to Janet, with a copy to
Inge who will prepare the Awards Booklet.

Blue Star - Krista Swanson Fiorini

Two new Blue Star Memorial Markers were dedicated in May: in Beacon Falls on May 7, 2017, and in
Milford on May 28, 2017 — both had beautiful ceremonies. With input from Jane and Inge it appears that
the southbound Madison rest area would be the best new location for the Marker at the closed visitor’s
center in Westbrook. An alternate spot is on the access road to the state police barracks in Westbrook. A
call is in to the DOT to determine the logistics involved.

The Black Rock Garden Club of Bridgeport and the Bridgewater-Roxbury Garden Club have both
inquired about installing new Blue Star Markers.
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CT Flower Show — Cathy Ritch

Plans for the 2018 CT Flower Show are underway! The first proofread of the schedule is in process and
the changes in the new handbook are continuing to be absorbed into the schedule. Presidents’ Day is the
target for posting the schedule on the new website as well as sending it via Constant Contact to all
members.

There are still several key positions that need to be filled on the committee including Design Entry cards,
Judges Comment cards, and Design Quality Control.

The first meeting of the Committee will be in mid August.

Cathy also called attention to the upcoming Beyond Beginning workshops and had prepared a sign-up
clipboard for any interested Board members.

Environmental Concerns/Conservation — Nancy Lenoce

Nancy met with Carol Steiner to pass on Historic/Public/Memorial Garden records. She reviewed
with her this year’s annual reports and together they chose the respective winners. She then met
with Ellie Tessmer to gather information regarding her new position as Environmental
Concerns/Conservation Chair. Ellie reviewed those reports and assisted by identifying this year’s
recipients. She attended the Awards Selection Committee meeting on June 22nd at CAES.

Environmental Consultants Council — Barbara Deysson

In Barbara’s absence, Inge passed around a flyer announcing the Sailing Outing scheduled for
August 17th on the schooner SoundWaters, to leave Milford at 10:15 a.m. Reservations are to be
made with Barbara Deysson, together with a $30 check.

Flower Show School — Pat Dray

Course | was accredited by NGC in June, with all students passing the Course. We now have one student
exhibitor and nine student judges. Six will be eligible to take the HB exam in October, assuming they
pass their schedules. All students have been notified and pertinent information has been provided to Janet
Ward. Planning for Course 11, which will be held September 26-28 at the Kellogg Environmental Center
in Derby, continues. We currently have four students registered, including two from out of state.

Garden Therapy/World Gardening — Peggy Lajoie

Peggy gave a brief presentation about a request she had received from the Leete’s Island Garden Club and
made the following motion:

Motion made by Peggy Lajoie: I move that the sum of $300. from the Federation’s
Garden Therapy Fund be awarded to the Leete’s Island Garden Club for their 2017-
2018 Garden Therapy Projects. Motion carried.

The Board meeting was put on hold at this time and members had the opportunity to join a guided tour of
the Cheshire Historical Society Museum by four docents.
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A sit-down luncheon followed coordinated by Barbara Romblad and her sister Jean Galucci. The meeting
resumed at 12:45 p.m.

Gardening Consultants Council and GSS — Katherine Patrick

The Council held its annual meeting at Natureworks on June 22, 2017. The revised By Laws of the
Council were approved as presented. Nancy DuBrule Clemente provided a tour of Natureworks.

Between July 10" and the 13" ten gardens were judged for the “Love-ly Garden Award”. The winner will
be announced in October.

Gardening School will be held at CAES on September 26-28, 2017. At this time, one student has
registered.

Judges Council & Symposium — Trish Manfredi

Ten Garden Clubs have agreed to create Tablescapes inspired by movies with a food theme “Dinner and A
Movie”. Attendees will be given an opportunity to vote on My favorite, Most exciting use of color and
Most innovative use of plant material. Three clubs (Arbor GC of Clinton, Longhill GC of Trumbull, and
the Manchester Garden Club) have agreed to create up to 10 centerpieces for the Awards meeting. Donna
DeSimone volunteered her Kensington Garden Club to be the fourth club.

There is a PowerPoint presentation available to explain the changes in the new Flower Show Handbook.

The 2018 NGC Symposium will be held October 16-18, 2018 preceded by the New England Garden Club,
Inc. Annual Meeting, which will be October 15-16, 2018. The venue will be Water’s Edge Resort and
Spa in Westbrook, CT.

Legislation/Government Action — Gerri Giordano

Much effort this year went to holding the line on attacks against the environment and building
support among lawmakers for new initiatives. Advocates were strong and unified in blocking bills
that would have weakened our state’s environmental protections or undercut investments in
renewable energy. However, almost ALL major initiatives to make progress on various
environmental programs went down, even ones with strong bi-partisan support. There were very
modest (but still hard-fought) wins. The main bills we were watching did not pass yet and are stuck
in either the House or Senate: HB5618, SB 966 and HB6329. Bills that passed included HB 7221 -
access to water planning information, HB6356 prohibiting the use of coal tar sealants on highways,
HB 6356 Public notice of tree removal on municipal property, HB6008 Act amending the charter of
the MDC to add a consumer advocate board member and HB 7208 commercial property clean
energy program. There were numerous bills that are still in limbo and other very important
environmental bills that did not pass.

Inge expressed appreciation to Gerri for the extensive research on so many bills.

Meetings — Nan Merolla

The organization of the 88™ Annual Awards Meeting to be held at the Aqua Turf in Plantsville is well
underway. Our charge to club members will be $34. The physical arrangement of the stage and
surrounding area has been determined and the videographer secured. Trish Manfredi has organized the
Tablescapes and Centerpieces. There will be only seven vendors, limited by the Tablescapes.
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Registration material was placed on the home page of FGCCT website as well as the FGCCT Calendar.
Registrations have started to come in. Janet Spaulding, Carole Fromer, Donna Novak and Jong Fabian
will again handle the drawings.

Newsletter — Inge Venus

Inge shared a detailed description of the issues plaguing our ability to secure a Newsletter Editor. After
the absence of several months, a candidate has been secured with Litchfield Garden Club member Joan
Burgess who has agreed to take on the responsibilities of producing the CFNEWS. Several changes will
occur. The CFNEWS will be produced six rather than the current ten times a year. We will do away with
the TEXT ONLY black and white PDF version. A Table of Contents will be featured toward the
beginning of the newsletter.. There would be a strict adherence to the 10" of the month submission
deadline. All of this will be shared at the Presidents’ Day meeting in September.

Inge stated that since the position of Newsletter Editor is not an elected position but an
appointed position, | hereby ask for approval of the appointment of Joan Burgess, of the
Litchfield Garden Club, as FGCCT Newsletter Manager. There were no objections.

Nominating — Helen Pritchard

Helen had to leave early. Her report was read by Karin Pyskaty.

Our Books Chair, Sally Kuslis, is resigning as of December. Suggestions for a replacement would be
appreciated. It is a very complex job encompassing the four days at the CT Flower Show, all four NGC
Schools, the Annual Meeting and the Awards meeting.

Program — Gini Mita

The New Program suggestions list of speakers will be posted on the newly designed website. There will
be a spreadsheet that will highlight all the details pertinent to each speaker. Guidelines for club program
chairs, speaker evaluations and revised speakers’ contracts will also be available on the website.

Scholarship — Margareta Kotch

Margareta announced that Jacqueline Degregorio, a second year student at UCONN’s College of
Agriculture, Health & Natural Resources has been notified that she has been awarded a $4,000 scholarship
from the National Garden Clubs. As of June 26, 2017 the total amount of donations from 31 Federation
Clubs is $6,090. 32 Clubs award their own scholarships. The balance from last year is $4,260.06.
Considering this year’s donations the balance in the account is $10,243.44.

At this time we have received two qualified applicants for the Academic Year 2017-18. A Selection
Committee meeting has been scheduled. The recipients will be announced at the Awards Luncheon in
October.

Tours — Donna DeSimone

The Boston Holiday Bus Tour is planned for December 6 and 7 at a cost of $475. Details will be available
in the upcoming August/September issue of the CFNEWS. A Holland Tulip River Cruise is planned for
April 30-May 8, 2018. Details will be forthcoming.
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Website Chair — Marty Sherman

Inge reported that during this transition period Lynn Hyson has assisted her in making website postings so
the production of the June/July issue of our CFNEWS could go forward. The marquee of the website now
lists all upcoming events as well as registration forms for our schools and Awards Luncheon. The
password-protected section of the site has minutes, updated Club directory and updated Board of Directors
List. The homepage includes an updated list of Life Memberships. Several new photo collages have been
posted.

Youth Activities — Dottie Fox

After having reviewed the Youth Activity Reports for 2016-17 the winner for the Youth Excellence and
Luckner Awards were chosen at the June Awards Selection Committee meeting at CAES and will be
announced in October. During the next few months Dottie will be contacting schools and youth groups to
encourage participation in the Woodsy Owl/Smokey Bear poster contest and the children’s poetry
contests.

Website Task Force — Jane Waugh

Despite numerous connectivity issues, Jane was finally able to use the Cheshire Historical Society’s
television screen to present an overview of the new website and logo that will be unveiled at the
Presidents’ meeting in September.

Motion made by Jane Waugh: | move that the new logo(s) be unveiled at Presidents’ Day
meeting on September 20, 1017 at CAES and become official with the launch of the new
FGCCT website. Motion carried.

Unfinished Business

1. Inge reported that she had been in contact with Barker Specialty in Cheshire regarding a cost
estimate for a 3” x 8” UV protected golden plaque for the bench at Lockwood Farms in memory of
Susan Faulkner. The cost would come to $14.95, which met with Board approval. Inge stated that
she would order the plaque and have it installed in time for Plant Science Day on August 2nd,

New Business

1. Inge asked for a motion to donate $75.00 to the Cheshire Historical Society on behalf of our
Federation for having opened their Museum to us for this Board meeting and for the guided tours of
the Hitchcock-Phillips House by four docents. Motion carried.

2. Carol Lubus was placed in charge by Inge to pass around a sign-up clip board for the upcoming
Presidents’ Day luncheon food choices. A large poster prepared by Inge with color photos from the event
two years ago helped Board members get an idea of what they may expect for this year’s Presidents’ Day.

Respectfully submitted,
Karin C. Ohr Pyskaty
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Motion made by Polly Brooks: I move to accept the recommendation of the Awards
Committee to add Photography as a new Tribute Award category. 35 in favor /1 opposed.
Motion carried.

Motion made by Polly Brooks: 1 move, with deep regret, that the Shoreline Community
Garden Club of East Haven be removed from Membership in The Federated Garden Clubs
of CT, Inc., for non-payment of dues as stipulated in Article VI of our By-Laws. Motion
carried.

Motion made by Polly Brooks: | move we accept the decision of the Brownstone Garden
Club to disband, with a mixture of deep regret and a sense of promise for The Portland
River Valley Garden Club’s future. Motion carried.

Motion made by Jane Waugh: | move that the aforementioned clubs be approved to receive
the Award of Honor in the small, medium, large and extra large categories. Motion carried.

Motion made by Peggy Lajoie: | move that the sum of $300. from the Federation’s Garden
Therapy Fund be awarded to the Leete’s Island Garden Club for their 2017-2018 Garden
Therapy Projects. Motion carried.

Statement by Inge Venus: | hereby ask for approval of my appointment of Joan Burgess, of
the Litchfield Garden Club, as our Federation’s Newsletter Manager. There were no
objections.

Motion: Inge asked for a motion to donate $75.00 to the Cheshire Historical Society on
behalf of our Federation for having opened their Museum to us for this Board meeting and
for the guided tours of the Hitchcock-Phillips House by four docents. Motion carried.

Motion made by Jane Waugh: | move that the new logo(s) be unveiled at Presidents’ Day
meeting on September 20, 1017 at CAES and become official with the launch of the new
FGCCT website. Motion carried.
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