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President’s Welcome — Jane Waugh

Jane welcomed everyone to the 88™ Annual Meeting of The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut and
thanked them for attending. Arlene Field, Second Vice President, led the pledge of Allegiance to the
American Flag. Jane then introduced several dignitaries from throughout the New England States. Vera
Bowen, New England Garden Clubs Director hails from Rhode Island. Joyce Kimball, former New England
Region Director, is now the President-Elect of New Hampshire. Suzanne McCance is the President-Elect of
the Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts. Blakely Szosz joined us from Rhode Island and is the
President-Elect of the Rhode Island Federation of Garden Clubs. Jane then introduced three former
Presidents of The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc.: Maria Nahom, Donna Nowak and Ronnie
Schoelzel.

Jane took this time to thank those who helped make today’s meeting a success: Nan Merolla, Meetings Chair
and her committee and the Cheshire Garden Club for the lovely table arrangements.

Since the minutes of last year’s Annual meeting were approved by the Executive Committee and were posted
on the website, Jane asked for a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes.

Motion by Donna Nowak: | move to dispense with the reading of the minutes. Motion carried.
President’s Report

Jane shared a few of the projects she, our Federation, individual clubs as well as members accomplished
during her two-year term. She emphasized that a full listing is in the Annual Report that we each received at
our tables and that is posted on the website. Jane reported on the progress of the new website project. And as
we have fulfilled our obligations related to the roof-top garden at the Connecticut Science Center, that project
is complete.

At this time Jane asked Barbara Deysson, State Projects Chair, to come forward and report on the Native Oak
Tree Project. Based on a seed packet at their seat, 96 members were asked to stand, Jane announced that
they represented the 96 trees that were planted across the state...a real forest planted by 78 clubs.

They were all applauded. Jane then presented Barbara with a Presidential Citation for her efforts in
communicating with clubs and giving monthly updates in our Federation NEWS. GROWING TOGETHER
has been a tremendous success.
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Jane proceeded to present additional Presidential Citations to Marty Sherman, Polly Brooks, Dottie Fox,
Nancy Lenoce, Ellie Tessmer and Inge Venus. Ronnie Schoelzel was then presented with a Five Star
Certificate of Merit-from NGC as well as a 5-star pin.

Ronnie Schoelzel, with the assistance of her committee, presented the slate of officers for the 2017-2019
term. She asked the following to stand as their names were called.

PRESIDENT Ingeborg Venus Cheshire Garden Club
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT Arlene Field Long Hill Garden Club
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT Polly Brooks Litchfield Garden Club

Jane asked if there were any nominations from the floor. There being none she declared that slate of officers
elected.

Ronnie then asked that all of the elected officers continuing their terms to stand.

RECORDING SECRETARY & HISTORIAN Karin Pyskaty
TREASURER Shirley Hall
ASSISTANT TREASURER Jane Polacco

Ronnie presented the slate of Committee Chairs to be elected for the 2017-2019 term.

Committee Chairs

ENVIRONMT/CONSERVATION Nancy Lenoce Long Hill Garden Club
GARDEN THERAPY/WORLD GARD.  Peggy Lajoie Kensington Garden Club
MEETINGS Nan Merolla Wilton Garden Club

PUBLIC RELATIONS Becky Paul Guilford Garden Club
SCHOLARSHIP Margareta Kotch Town & Country GC/Newtown
YOUTH ACTIVITIES Dottie Fox Kensington Garden Club

Jane asked if there were any nominations from the floor. There being none, she declared the slate of
committee chairs elected.

Ronnie read the list of previously elected Chairs continuing in office.

Committee Chairs Continuing in Office

AWARDS Janet Spaulding Country Gardeners/Glastonbury
BOOKS Sally Kuslis Watertown Garden Club

CIVIC DEVELOPMENT Jan Hickcox GC of Hartford
HORTICULTURE Liz Rinaldi Watertown Garden Club
LEGISLATIVE/GOVT ACTION Gerri Giordano North Haven Garden Club
PROGRAM Gini Mita Wallingford Garden Club
TOURS COORDINATOR Donna DeSimone Kensington Garden Club

Ronnie announced that Jane Waugh, as former president, would be automatically moved to the position of
Chair of the Advisory Council. The newly elected Committee chairs came forward to receive their new
name badges.

Jane requested that NEGC Director Vera Bowen come forward and officiate at the installation of our new
officers; Inge Venus, Arlene Field and Polly Brooks.
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After Vera, Arlene and Polly were seated, Jane transferred the FGCCT President’s pin to Inge and as she did,
assured Inge that her dedication to FGCCT would continue throughout her term. Inge in turn presented Jane
with The Federation’s past president pin. Jane was given a standing ovation for her accomplishments during
her two-year administration.

Inge then shared her vision for the next two years as well as her President’s Project “Plant Connecticut - Be a
Conservation Champion”. Garden Clubs as well as individual garden club members will have a chance to
participate in her two contests of creating a Xeriscape Garden or a Pollinator-friendly Garden over the next
two years, to be rewarded with the Conservation Champion Award come April 2019. She introduced her
State Projects Chair Holly Kocet, from the Garden Club of Newtown, who will oversee the execution of the
contests. Inge pointed to the batch of her President’s brochures as well as other articles in front of her poster
display for members in attendance to help themselves to. She held up a beeswax soap that Board member
Dottie Fox made herself that has been placed at each table next to the Rex Begonia plant; also, a cookie
featuring a bumble bee that was home baked by Cheshire Garden Club member Francine Shannon — all
calling attention to her President’s Projects of being a Conservation Champion.

Inge then announced her presidential appointments to the board, as follows:

Blue Star Memorial Krista Swanson Fiorini
Bylaws/MOD/MOPP Donna Nowak
Corresponding Secretary Carol Lubus
Finance Officer Terry Lubman
Connecticut Flower Show Cathy Ritch
Nominating Helen Pritchard
Parliamentarian Ronnie Schoelzel
Protocol Becky Paul

State Projects Holly Kocet
Website Manager (temporary until new website)  Marty and Lynn
Website Task Force Jane Waugh
Affiliate Liaison — CT Agricultural Exp. Station  Ellie Tessmer
Affiliate Liaison— Habitat for Humanity Duane Luster
NEGC 1918 Symposium Chair Trish Manfredi

NEGC Host State 2018 Annual Meeting Chair Karin Pyskaty

Gini Mita, Program Chair, proceeded to welcome our guest speaker, Jeanne T. Nelson. Her design
presentation, “Symphony of Colors”, inspired us all.

Nan Merolla, Meetings Chair, made several announcements prior to our social hour and shopping, including
a reminder to buy tickets for the drawing.

Second Vice President Polly Brooks gave the blessing prior to the start of our luncheon.

Nan Merolla conducted the drawing during lunch.

Jane handed the gavel over to Inge and together they adjourned the 88" Annual Meeting of FGCCT.
Respectfully submitted,

Karin Pyskaty
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