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Present: Janette Barrows, Polly Brooks, Donna DeSimone, Pat Dray, Arlene Field, Krista Fiorini, 

Dottie Fox, Gerri Giordano, Shirley Hall, Holly Kocet, Sally Kuslis, Peggy Lajoie, Susan Laursen, Nancy 

Lenoce, Terry Lubman,  Duane Luster, Trish Manfredi, Gini Mita, Nan Morello, Maria Nahom, Donna 

Nowak, Becky Paul, Jane Polacco, Helen Pritchard, Karin Pyskaty, Cathy Ritch, Ronnie Schoelzel, Marty 

Sherman, Janet Spaulding, Ellie Tessmer, Inge Venus, Jane Waugh. 

 

Excused:   Nancy Baker; Barbara Deysson; Jan Hickcox; Margareta Kotch; Carol Lubus; Katherine 

Patrick; Liz Rinaldi. 

President Venus welcomed everyone including former presidents Maria Nahom, Donna Nowak, 
Ronnie Schoelzel and Jane Waugh and called the meeting to order at 10 AM. The meeting began with 
the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America led by Holly Kocet, State Projects 
Chair.  Inge thanked Shirley Hall, Karin Pyskaty, Ronnie Schoelzel and Donna Nowak, hostesses for 
today’s meeting.     

Recording Secretary – Karin Pyskaty  

The minutes of the March 16, 2017 meeting were approved as presented. 

President’s Report – Inge Venus 

President Venus welcomed everyone to the meeting this morning and explained the logic behind having 

moved our meeting from the third Wednesday to the first Wednesday this month.  She thanked everyone 

for adjusting their schedules to attend today.  

Inge was pleased to announce the returning Board members, the new Board members and those 
who have switched responsibilities.  A new Board list with cell phone numbers was distributed via 
email.  The list posted on our website does not include cell phone numbers.  In addition to the Board 
list, Inge’s email included the Board calendar, Minutes of the March 8, 2017 Board meeting, Standing 
Rules, a blast from NGC regarding the use of neonicotenoids on milkweed plants and the President’s 
Brochure.  The Calendar, the Minutes and the President’s Brochure are currently posted on the 
FGCCT website. 
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Our president was pleased to attend an Awards Ceremony at the Wallingford Public Library honoring four 

elementary students from Wallingford and Cheshire who placed first in our State in the Woodsy Owl 

Poster Contest.  She also assisted Barbara Romblad with the publication of the May issue of CFNEWS.  

Arlene Field and Polly Brooks have volunteered to attend several activities such as the Newtown Flower 

Show, the Beacon Falls and Milford Blue Star Memorial dedications and NGC Convention in Richmond 

VA. 

Karin Pyskaty read the Standing Rules for the benefit of the new Board members.  

Treasurer – Shirley Hall 

In addition to describing the activities of the last two months, Shirley reminded Board members and 

School Chairs that all checks, for deposit, should be sent to Jane Polacco.  She also emphasized the 

importance sending checks to Jane in a timely fashion.  All reimbursement requests must include receipts 

with the reimbursement form and should be sent to Shirley.  Also copies of all contracts for speakers at the 

schools should be sent to Shirley prior to the date of the schools with a bcc to our President.  She 

reminded the Board that bank checks will arrive in a nondescript envelope with an out of state return 

address.   

Our total assets, as of April 30, 2017, were $397,535.44, an increase of $6,350.15 since our last Board 

meeting.  A total of $74,134.23 of our assets are in “Restricted” accounts such as Garden Therapy, World 

Gardening, Habitat for Humanity and Scholarships.  Other restricted accounts belong to our four Councils.  

Profit and Loss Statements and Balance Sheets are always available upon request.   

Please feel free to contact either Shirley or Jane (preferably by email) with any questions.  

Shirley then referred to Karin Pyskaty who reported on the two motions passed by the Executive 

Committee meeting held before the Board meeting, as follows:  

Motion by Karin Pyskaty:  I move we remove the following people from any and all bank 

accounts at both Citizens Bank and Bank of America:  Barbara Bruce (deceased), Leslie 

Martino and Susan Harrison (no longer members of the Board) and Jane Waugh 

(Immediate Former President).  Motion carried. 

Motion by Karin Pyskaty:   I move that the following Board members should be added, if not 

already included, as signers to all bank account at both Citizens Bank and Bank of America: 

Ingeborg Venus, President; Shirley Hall, Treasurer; and Jane Polacco, Assistant Treasurer. 

Motion carried. 

First V.P. – Arlene Field 

Arlene stated that Barbara Romblad reported that our total membership as of April 30, 2017 is 6,418, 124 

clubs, 17 Affiliates and a total of 5,310 members on Constant Contact.   

Following two previous successful Idea Exchange Symposia, Arlene chaired the third Symposia held in 

Madison for clubs located in the southeast area of our state. Sixty-two garden club members representing 

18 clubs came together with The Federation Board members to participate in a half-day of stimulating 

discussion on a variety of topics of concern to their respective garden clubs.  The participants talked 

through subjects that affect their respective clubs, ranging from membership, internal club management to 

fundraising and developing ideal programs. 
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Second V.P. – Polly Brooks 

Polly reported that she forwarded a membership inquiry to the nearest club that emphasized that they 

always welcome visitors and have membership applications available.  As a representative for our 

President,  Polly attended a Standard Flower Show entitled “A Party in the Garden” presented by the 

Garden Club of Newtown .   

She is anxious to receive Tribute Award applications in the areas of Civic, Conservation, Design, Garden 

Therapy, Horticulture, Landscape Design, Youth and All Around Excellence.  

Advisory Council/Website Task Force – Jane Waugh 

Since Marty Sherman had to leave early, Inge called on Jane to give her Website Task Force report.  The 

Website Task Force, made up of Jan Broome, Pat Dray, Arlene Field, Leslie Martino, Marty Sherman, 

Inge and Jane, is excited to report that after many meetings and conference calls, they have agreed on both 

a new logo design and the beginning of the website design which includes and incorporates the new logo. 

Jane passed around several pages in color of both the logo designs and the home page of the new website.  

Jane continued by sharing the thoughts behind the colors and font within the new logo choice as well as 

the content on what they agreed would be an effective home page.  Marty made some additional remarks 

concerning the development of our new website design.  The Task Force will develop a policy regarding 

the use of the new logo. 

Program – Gini Mita 

Since Gini had to leave early, she was permitted to give her report next.   Our speaker at the Annual 

Meeting, Jeanne T. Nelson was well received.  Program expenses, including fee, supplies, lodging and 

mileage, came to $1,344.50 

Awards – Janet Spaulding 

Janet welcomed new and continuing members of the Awards Committee including Dottie Fox, Carol 

Goertz, Peggy Lajoie,  Nancy Lenoce, Jan Hickcox and Liz Rinaldi.  Nominations for the Bronze Medal 

are welcome and will be voted on at the July meeting. Please forward nominations and biographies as 

soon as possible. Dr. Theodore Andreadis and Jeffrey Maron, 2016 nominees will again be presented for 

consideration.  

Blue Star - Krista Swanson Fiorini  

Krista reported that The Beacon Falls Garden Club will dedicate their Blue Star Memorial Marker on 

Sunday, May 7, 2017.  As part of their 90
th

 Anniversary the Milford Garden Club will have their 

dedication ceremony on Sunday May 28, 2017. The discussion regarding the Blue Star Highway Marker 

between exit 65 and 66 off northbound Interstate 95 is ongoing.  Krista will put together a proposal based 

on information supplied by the DOT and her research.  The proposal will be shared with Inge Venus, Jane 

Waugh and the Westbrook Garden Club.   

 

CT Flower Show – Cathy Ritch  

Cathy reported that all reimbursements for the 2017 Flower Show have been received and to date the 

Show was under budget by approximately $5,000.  Work is well underway for the 2018 Show, “Breath of 
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Spring”.  The new Flower Show Handbook will force several major changes including the schedule 

format, a new division, judging and horticulture.  All Council Chairs have been asked to be part of the 

Flower Show Committee.  There are several key positions (entry cards, judges comment cards, education 

division chair, design quality control) that remain unfilled.  Marie Kuchy, from Colchester, is the new 

properties chair. 

Environmental Concerns/Conservation – Nancy Lenoce 

Nancy reported that as part of the Energize Connecticut initiative, United Illuminating is lending 

customers Kill-a-Watt Meters for free.  These easy -to-use devices allow residents to calculate the energy 

usage of appliances in their homes and to help identify which may be causing spikes in their monthly bills.  

Kill-a-Watt Meters are available at libraries in Ansonia, East Haven, Milford, North Branford, North 

Haven, Orange, Stratford, Trumbull, West Haven and Woodbridge.  visit www.energizect.com. 

 

Environmental Studies School – Jeanette Barrows. 

Polly announced that Jeanette Barrows agreed to Chair the Environmental Studies School for FGCCT.   

Jeanette had no report at this time. 

Flower Show School – Pat Dray 

Pat reported that FSS Course I was held in April.  There were 25 attendees with 19 students taking 
the exam.  There were 7 new CT students and 6 out-of-state students.  We will be offering FSS 
Course II on September 26-28, 2017 at Kellogg’s.  Arrangements have been made for the site and 
instructors.   
Garden Therapy/World Gardening – Peggy Lajoie (report read by Dottie Fox) 

The Garden Therapy program contributed $1000. to the Belltown Garden Club for their Comstock Bridge, 

Salmon River Project.  They received a first place award for a small club.  The Garden Therapy program 

received $575. in contributions from individual clubs and has a balance of $6,962. 

The World Gardening Fund has received notification that $500. was accepted by Global Partners, Running 

Waters toward a new village water pump and $300. for the Heifer International Program for 10 beehives 

for families outside of the US.  We have contributed an additional $2000. to Global Partners and $1000. to 

the Monarch Butterfly Reforestation project through the World Wildlife Foundation.  World Gardening 

received $450 from individual clubs and has a balance of $2,556.54.      

Gardening Consultants Council and GSS – Katherine Patrick (read by Karin Pyskaty) 

Rodney Hayes will chair the GSS Council’s Lovely Garden Award.  The updated application is in this 

month’s CFNEWS and is due by June 15, 2017.  GSS Council will tour Martha Shea’s garden on June 

24
th

.  This will constitute the Council’s annual meeting.  GSS Series 7, Course IV will be held September 

26-28 at CAES in New Haven.  NGC has revised all the GSS courses with Series 8, effective for CT in 

2018.   

Judges Council & 2018 Symposium – Trish Manfredi 

The April Judges Council meeting featured a presentation on the key changes in the 2017 Flower Show 

Handbook.  Maria Nahom demonstrated the new design type, “Low-profile” at that meeting.   
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Ten clubs have agreed to participate in the 2017 Awards Meeting ‘program’ by creating imaginative 

Tablescapes inspired by one of ten movies with food as a theme, for a fun program entitled “Dinner and a 

Movie”. 

The JC members expressed a strong preference for Water’s Edge Resort as the venue for the 2018 New 

England Garden Club Symposium.  Work on the projected budget and instructors is progressing.   The 

2017 Rhode Island NEGC Annual Meeting and Symposium information and registration form are posted 

on our FGCCT website. 

Landscape Design Study School – Susan Laursen  

Susan reported that LDS, Course III, was held March 21-23, 2017 at CAES.  Enrollment was strong and 

student evaluations were positive.  Due to its popularity, we again provided the option of taking the exam 

on the 2
nd

 afternoon or the next morning.  Course IV will be offered March 20-22, 2018 at CAES.  

Legislation/Government Action – Gerri Giordano 

Gerri has been tracking a number of bills at the State level.    

SB 754 – Prohibit use of herbicides and State highways by DOT; SJ 38 State Constitutional 

Amendment to protect public lands; HB 5618 Update the bottle deposit program for Redemption 

Centers;  HB 6329 Ban importation of fracking waste;  NB 7221 Access to public water data;  HB   

6313 Reduce/Ban single use plastic shopping bags;  HB 6123 Tree removal along limited access 

highways                                                                    

The bottle bill (SB996) is still pending in the Senate.  Additional bills are either pending or on the 

calendar in the House, Senate or have been referred to Finance.  Gerri strongly encouraged the 

membership to contact Senators and Representative to financially support the Dept. of Energy and 

Environmental Protection, The Council on Environmental Quality, The Community Investment Act and 

The Connecticut Green Bank.   

Meetings – Nan Merolla 

The attendance at the 88
th

 Annual Meeting included 309 members from 56 clubs and 10 guests.  Vendor 

sales netted $898.96 for FGCCT and the book table sold $976.98, which is credited toward Books.  The 

drawing raised $1652.  The centerpieces designed by Inge and fashioned by the Cheshire Garden Club 

were won by those whose birthday was closest to April 19
th

.   The speaker, Jeanne T. Nelson was 

enthusiastically received and the nametag process worked well.  Registration went to a rented mailbox at 

UPS to avoid any problems.    

NEWS – Inge Venus 

Inge and Barbara Romblad worked together to produce and post the May CFNEWS.  With the use of the 

template from the archived issue of the May 2015 CFNEWS and detailed instructions from Lynn Hyson 

the May issue was published on time.    

 

Nominating – Helen Pritchard 

Helen is in the process of assembling the remaining members of the Nominating Committee.   Helen also 

reported on new nominee Carol Steiner, a member of the Wilton Garden Club, as follows: 
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Motion made by Helen Pritchard:  I move that the nominee Carol Steiner, a member of the 

Wilton Garden Club, be approved for the position of Historic/Memorial/Public Garden chair. 

Motion carried. 

 

Public Relations – Becky Paul 

 

Becky asked that Board members send information regarding FGCCT activities to her and that she will 

write articles.  

 

Scholarship – Margareta Kotch (report by Judy Jolly / read by Karin Pyskaty) 

 

NGC scholarships will be announced at the National Garden Clubs Convention. Judy is very confident 

that our candidate will be successful!   We need to address the issue of residency requirements since 

candidates may be here for a short time or may be undocumented.   

 

State Project - Holly Kocet 

 

Holly reported that several clubs signed our clipboard requesting additional copies of informational 

brochures and articles that were displayed as part of our President’s Project at the Annual Meeting.  We 

already have one club signed up to create a Xeriscape Garden.    

 
Tours – Donna DeSimone 
 
Donna reported that we have two tours in the planning stages.  The first is a bus trip Christmas in 
Boston and Newport, December 6-8, 2017.  The second will be a Tulip cruise in the Spring of 2018 
through Holland and Belgium.   
      
Youth Activities – Dottie Fox 
 
Dottie reported that a Woodsy Owl and Smokey Bear Poster Contest Recognition Ceremony organized by 

Wallingford Garden Club Youth Chair Linda Miller was held on April 23, 2017 at the Wallingford Public Library. 

Elementary students from Cheshire and Wallingford who took first place in the state contest gathered with their 

parents and family members. Inge Venus, President of The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. presented 

each of the four students with a framed first place certificate as well as one of the following books: "The Frightened 

Frog", "Kids Guide to Exploring Nature", or "Fun With Nature."    Linda Miller presented each of the students 

with a Certificate of Participation from the New England Region. 

Unfinished Business 

 In Memoriam for Former FGCCT President Susan Faulkner (1995-1997) – Inge reported 
that Donna and Helen attended the Memorial Service on April 29, 2017 in Darien.   
Consideration is being given to add Susan’s name on behalf of FGCCT to the bench she 
erected at Lockwood Farms in memory of her husband.   Before doing so, we will first check 
out the condition of the bench. 
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 In Memoriam for Former FGCCT President Lee Bauerfeld’s husband (1989-1991)– Inge 
reported that the sum of $75 was removed from our Sunshine Fund, and a Donation in that 
amount sent to the Connecticut Forest and Parks Association on behalf of our Federation. 

 In Memoriam for Former FGCCT President Lina Wagner (1977-1979) and former New 
England Region Director in 1983 – Inge reported that an invitation had been extended to 
the FGCCT Board via Jan Hickcox by the Executive Director of the Elizabeth Park Conservancy 
to host a lunch at the Pond House to show our representatives the Elizabeth Park’s garden 
layout, specifically the perennial garden which Lina Wagner created.   Lina was also the 
creator of the Elizabeth Park Conservancy. 
Unfortunately, due to prior commitments we were not able to meet the scheduled third week 
in April.   It was suggested that a field trip of our Board members could be arranged for some 
time in June when the rose garden as well as the perennial gardens are in full bloom. 
Inge asked for a show of hands by Board members who may be interested in going on such a 
trip, depending on the date chosen.   Inge will explore further options and notify Board 
members accordingly. 
 

 Blast from NGC About Systemically Treated Milkweed Plants Sold at Home Depot – Inge 
reported that a blast from NGC was sent to all Federations to be aware of several “big stores”, 
especially Home Depot,  selling Milkweed plants that have been treated with systemic 
Neonicotinoids and to avoid buying them since they will kill Monarch and other butterfly 
caterpillars. 
A response from the Chief Environmental Officer of Home Depot adamantly refuted these 
claims and stated that most of their growers have not been using “neonics” over the last four 
years but there may still be some on the market.  He states that by 2018 all their seeds will be 
neonic free and that Home Depot continues to be environmentally and socially responsible. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:24 pm 

Respectfully submitted,  

Karin C. Ohr Pyskaty, Recording Secretary 

 

Motion by Karin Pyskaty:  I move we remove the following people from any and all bank 

accounts at both Citizens Bank and Bank of America:  Barbara Bruce (deceased), Leslie 

Martino and Susan Harrison (no longer members of the Board) and Jane Waugh 

(Immediate Former President).  Motion carried. 

Motion by Karin Pyskaty:   I move that the following Board members should be added, if not 

already included, as signers to all bank accounts at both Citizens Bank and Bank of 

America: Ingeborg Venus, President; Shirley Hall, Treasurer; and Jane Polacco, Assistant 

Treasurer. Motion carried. 

Motion made by Helen Pritchard:  I move that the nominee Carol Steiner, a member of the 

Wilton Garden Club, be approved for the position of Historic/Memorial/Public Garden 

chairman. Motion carried. 


