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NATIONAL GARDEN 
CLUBS AWARDS  

 

   «««« 
National Garden Clubs, Inc 

FOUR STAR CERTIFICATE OF MERIT to 
JEANETTE BARROWS 

Garden Club of New Milford 
In recognition of having successfully completed  

all four of the National Garden Club Schools 
Environmental Studies School  

Flower Show School  
Gardening Study School  

Landscape Design Study School  
 

   ««««« 
National Garden Clubs, Inc. 

FIVE STAR CERTIFICATE OF MERIT to 
 BARBARA DEYSSON 

The Shippan Point Garden Club 
In recognition of having achieved Master Status 

 in all four National Garden Club Schools 
 
 

National Garden Clubs, Inc. 
FIVE STAR CERTIFICATE OF MERIT to 

BRONWYN (RONNIE) SCHOELZEL 
Litchfield Garden Club 

In recognition of having achieved Master Status 
 in all four National Garden Club Schools 
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NATIONAL GARDEN  
CLUBS AWARDS 

(Received at the NGC Convention, May 2016) 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
AWARD #6 Aiii - Conservation 

CERTIFICATE OF COMMNENDATION 
Garden Club of Madison 

The Club donated and planted seven Pin Oaks at Salt Meadow 
Park bordering Hammonassett State Park. 

 
AWARD #10J(b) – AUGUSTA H. BREWER (Youth) 

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT 
Orchard Valley Garden Club 

The Club is recognized for their work with Grades 4-6 Junior 
and Intermediate Garden Clubs at Thalberg School in 

Southington  
 

AWARD #13-3 Diii Publication Award 
TOMMY DONNAN CERTIFICATE OF MERIT 

FIRST PLACE 
The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. 

For President’s Brochure “Growing Together:  Tiny Acorns to 
Mighty Oaks” 
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AWARD #16 CLUB YEARBOOK 
A-3 New England Region 30-44 members 
First Place – Olde Ripton Garden Club 

 
AWARD #29-3   

BLUE STAR MEMORIAL LANDSCAPING  
MEMORIAL MARKER 

OVERALL WINNER 
Bethel Garden Club    

    
AWARD #44 - PUBLICITY PRESS BOOKS 

NEW ENGLAND REGION 
HONORABLE MENTION – Small Club 

North Haven Garden Club 
 

 HONORABLE MENTION – Large Club 
Wallingford Garden Club 

 
AWARD #62A – LANDSCAPE DESIGN 

FIRST PLACE 
Wallingford Garden Club 

For the Club’s Legacy Garden project at Wallace Park Gateway 
to Wallingford in recognition of their civic and beautification 

work, culminating in the creation of a permanent Legacy 
Garden Marker. 
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  NGC CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION 
for participating in the NGC Awards Program 2015 

 
    Danbury Garden Club – Newsletter 

Lyme Garden Club – Civic Project for Lyme Town Campus 

North Haven Garden Club – Facebook Page 

Garden Club of Orange – Brochure 

Redding Garden Club – Newsletter 

Roxbury-Bridgewater Garden Club – Youth Programs 

Shippan Point Garden Club – Website 

Suburban Garden Club of Cheshire - Newsletter 

Suffield Garden Club – Facebook Page 

Town & Country Garden Club – Power Point Program 

West Hartford Garden Club - Newsletter 
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NEW ENGLAND REGION AWARDS 

(Received at the NER Annual Meeting in October 2016) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    

  
AWARD #1 – THE SEARS CIVIC 

BEAUTIFICATION AWARD 
 

ROWAYTON GARDENERS 
For their management of the Pinkney Memorial Garden, a seaside 
garden of plantings appropriate to the 19th century. 
 
 
AWARD #10 – MARY STONE GARDEN THERAPY AWARD 

 
  GARDEN CLUB OF MADISON 

For their varied monthly Garden Therapy activities for the residents 
of a local nursing home since 1924.  This is their 92nd year of this 
public service.  Wow! 
 
 
AWARD #22 – THE PAMELA C. HEBERT GARDEN 

OF YOUTH AWARD plus $50.00 Check 
 

LONG HILL GARDEN CLUB 
For their many different programs under the umbrella of “Growing a 
Generation of Gardeners”, ranging from kindergarten to high school. 
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    YEARBOOK AWARD  
    OLDE RIPTON GARDEN CLUB 

Class III 30-44 members 
First Place 

 
 

POETRY CONTEST  
                       FIRST PLACE – GRADE 7     

                                   JULIAN PRIGNANO  
Colchester Garden Club 

 
FIRST PLACE – GRADE 8 

 DOMINIC PRIGNANO 
    Colchester Garden Club  

   
WOODSY OWL POSTER CONTEST 

 FIRST PLACE – GRADE 2 
 GEETHA BENZY 

Cheshire Garden Club 
 

FIRST PLACE – GRADE 5 
DEVAN FERNANDO 
Cheshire Garden Club 
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THE FEDERATED GARDEN CLUBS 
OF CONNECTICUT AWARDS 

(For work done between June 1, 2015 and May 31, 2016) 
 
 

THE BRONZE MEDAL 
To 

 Margaret Larom  
 
 
The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. is pleased to 
give our highest award, The Bronze Medal, for the year 2016 to 
Margaret Larom, of Clinton, Connecticut. In giving the award 
we are recognizing the efforts and achievement of Mrs. Larom 
and her volunteers in taking 1.6 acres of idle land behind the 
Episcopal Church of the Holy Advent in Clinton and turning 
them into a fabulous Food for All Garden that has supplied 
literally tons of produce for the local food pantry.  This is a 
study in determination and effort that our board felt could stand 
as a model for other religious and civic groups. Thoughtful land 
stewardship can produce an outcome beyond our wildest 
imaginings. 
  
Margaret started in 2012 with a 1.6-acre lot of jungle behind the 
church—and a vision. Gathering input from community leaders, 
contacting civic groups, filling out grant applications were the 
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start. But the practicalities of clearing the land, installing deer 
fencing, irrigation—all things we have struggled with 
ourselves—were a challenge. She never gave up. By spring 2013 
after a local farmer cleared the land, seeds were planted, came 
to life, and what had been a Field of Dreams became a Garden 
for All. 
  
Within two years, 150 volunteers had put in 6000 hours and 
used 60 grants and gifts-in-aid to produce 9,700 pounds of 
vegetables. By the summer of its fourth year in 2016, the garden 
yielded 20,000 pounds of produce for the local food pantry, 
which services not only Clinton but reaches needy people for 
miles around. They leave with garden bounty, a smile on their 
faces and a bouquet of flowers hand-picked from the garden. 
  
You will find Margaret in the garden summer through fall ALL 
day on Wednesdays – weeding, picking produce for the food 
pantry, encouraging volunteers, leading and educating school 
groups, scouts, conducting tours for garden clubs and civic 
groups.  Then you will find her sorting, packaging and labeling 
with the residents of Peregrine Landing, the continued care 
facility next door.   
  
On Saturdays she works with the volunteers and at any other 
time during the week when needed. To Margaret “It’s so much 
more than just a garden.”  It’s a project, an ongoing experiment 
and a gift - with those involved becoming a community that is 
constantly learning, growing and sharing.  
  
All this is accomplished under the vibrant, yet modest 
leadership of Margaret Larom who, when asked what her 
capacity is in this garden, states simply – “Just call me the 
Coordinator”.  She is enthusiastic, energetic, inspiring, fun and 
SO much more! 
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CONNECTICUT TRIBUTE AWARDS 

Arlene Field, Chairman 
 

Civic Development 
Shelley Hedberg, Watertown Garden Club  

  A member of the Watertown Garden Club since 2008, Shelley has 
contributed her talent and time to ensure the success of many club 
projects.  Throughout the years she has helped plan, plant and 
maintain four seasons of displays in the community planters that the 
club maintains.  She has worked on all phases of the annual plant sale 
and worked with the team to enhance the property in front of the post 
office.  Shelley is a garden club leader and an advocate of education, 
conservation and environmental awareness throughout the 
community. 
 

Conservation 
Molly Toomey, Manchester Garden Club 

Molly works closely with the Manchester Conservation Commission 
initiating a “Foster Parent Tree Program.”  She and her committee 
are committed to conservation efforts in Manchester and to 
maintaining and protecting open land areas and gardens as well as 
increasing public awareness of what is being done to nurture a healthy 
ecosystem.  One focus of the club, in collaboration with the 
Conservation Commission, is to manage open spaces. Specifically, the 
Hockanum River Linear Park is in great need of trees and the 
Conservation Commission asked Molly if the Manchester Garden 
Club could provide them with not just a few, but a large number of 
trees. Molly formed a Foster Parent Tree Committee and encouraged 
members to donate unwanted saplings of plants native to our area, 
while also scouting neighbors and nurseries for unwanted inventory.  
This is a continuing project and subsequently, the Conservation 
Commission offered Molly a seat on their Board.  
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 . 
Design 

Carolyn Bernard, Garden Club of Madison 
 Upon joining the Madison Garden Club ten years ago, Carolyn took 
advantage of schools offered by The Federation and became an 
Accredited Flower Show Judge.  All along her journey she shared this 
new knowledge through workshops, a Small Standard Flower Show 
and personal help and encouragement to club members.  A gifted 
designer, Carolyn challenges herself with new approaches and 
opportunities to exhibit. As her knowledge and abilities increased, she 
unreservedly shared them with club members.  As Chairman of 
Design and Workshops, she challenges members with inventive 
schedules.  She encourages members to look for the fun in their design 
work, emphasizing that the prize for exhibiting is not the color of the 
ribbon but the opportunity to learn and be better.  Her energy and 
enthusiasm have raised the level of involvement and pride of club 
members.  

 
Garden Therapy 

Mya Smith, Wilton Garden Club 
 Mya provides wonderfully thoughtful activities to engage seniors.  
The garden therapy programs are always interesting and popular.  
She is dedicated and energetic, and time after time Mya brings new 
ideas to the garden therapy sessions.  Mya engages with the seniors in 
a unique way, crafting many memorable take-home treasures.  The 
care and devotion that Mya puts into her time with the garden 
therapy participants is admirable.  
  

Horticulture 
 Dianna Dwyer, Shippan Point Garden Club 

 Dianna’s impact on the Shippan Point Garden Club is felt in many 
different ways, especially in her leadership in sharing her knowledge 
of horticulture. Having served many years as Horticulture Chair, 
Dianna conducts a workshop for all members before every 
membership meeting.  These workshops always include a discussion of 
how to show and grow for that month’s bench show.  She also always 
has a seasonal topic to further the knowledge of horticulture and 
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gardening for all club members.  Dianna’s best quality, perhaps more 
than her expertise and projects, is her enthusiasm for gardening.  Her 
spectacular gardens are always a must-see on the club’s annual 
garden tour. 

 
Youth 

Pam Nobumoto, Wilton Garden Club 
 Pam is the co-founder and chair of Wilton Garden Club’s Youth 
Gardening Committee, which along with Wilton Youth Services and 
Trackside Teen Center, offers the popular “Green Teens” program 
for children in grades 5-8 that runs spring through fall.  She’s been 
the driving force behind the success and reach of the program, 
including enlisting both Boy Scouts and select Eagle Scouts to build 
new garden beds and a tool shed. The goal of the program is to get 
young people involved with creating and maintaining vegetable 
gardens, to teach the importance of healthy foods, and to give back to 
the community as the produce they grow is donated to the Wilton 
Food Pantry.  In 2015, over 30 lbs. of produce were delivered, with far 
more forecast for the 2016 season.  Led by Pam and other gardeners 
in the club, more than 25 children participate in designing garden 
beds, planting, maintaining and harvesting, as well as learning how to 
cook  the produce grown in their gardens. 
 
 

All-Around Excellence 
Gerry Shaw, Bethany Garden Club 

 A charter member of the Bethany Garden Club, Gerry Shaw remains 
an active and vibrant member of the leadership team.  Since the 
founding of the club 50 years ago, Gerry has held every office, some 
multiple times, including President, Secretary, and chairperson of 
Environmental, Horticulture, Newsletter, Publicity, Hospitality, 
Fundraising, Flower Show, Yearbook and Bylaws committees. And 
those are just working titles.  Her list of accomplishments is long and 
she is best known as “Trusted Advisor” by club members.  Much of 
the success that the Bethany Garden Club has achieved has been 
attributable to her passionate involvement. 
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AWARD OF HONOR 
The Award of Honor, established in 1959, may be conferred on a garden club or council of 

garden clubs, which, over a period of five years, has maintained a record of exceptional 
achievement in upholding the aims and purposes of The Federation.  In 2004 the Award 
was expanded to recognize a small, medium and large club, and in 2014 the extra large 

category was added. 
 

THE AWARD OF HONOR – Small Club (1 to 29) 
THE DURHAM GARDEN CLUB 

  
THE AWARD OF HONOR – Medium Club (30 to 59) 

NORTH HAVEN GARDEN CLUB 
 

THE AWARD OF HONOR – Large Club (60 to 99) 
WALLINGFORD GARDEN CLUB 

 
THE AWARD OF HONOR – Extra Large Club (100 and over) 

BRANFORD GARDEN CLUB 
 
  

THE LILLIAN M. RATHBUN AWARD 
A traveling silver tray, established in 1990 by the Lyme Garden Club, may be awarded  

 annually to an individual involved in all phases of garden club work. 
 

LYNDA BROWN 
MANCHESTER GARDEN   

“Top Talented”:  Lynda Brown goes beyond the call of duty.  She has 
continually and more than competently held club board positions.  
Her expertise and creative energy started new club projects and, 
respectively, new committees.  Her floral design talent supported 
graceful arrangements for Federation meetings and other events.  
Lynda’s influence has served as an impetus to other gardeners, which 
has resulted in winning flower show entries.  Lynda shares her 
horticulture knowledge with the community by offering garden 
therapy to seniors and endeavoring at the Town of Manchester 
Monarch Butterfly Way Station.    Her leadership and gifted 
commitment are exemplary. 
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ELLEN CARDER MEMORIAL AWARD 
This award was established in 1971 in memory of Mrs. Carder and her lifelong interest in 

horticulture.  The award is an appropriate book for the recipient. 
 

MARIE DUBE 
THE GARDEN CLUB OF WOODBRIDGE 

Marie Dube, of the Garden Club of Woodbridge, is always willing to 
share her encyclopedic knowledge of plants.  She is full of anecdotes, 
growing tips and acute observations of nature and plant life.  Marie 
works with dementia patients at a local senior residence, helping them 
enunciate proper and common names of plants.  Through her 
effortless sharing wherever Marie goes everyone learns something 
about horticulture. 
  
 

LUCILLE SCHAVOIR AWARD 
Established in 1978, this traveling silver bowl may be awarded annually to a 

garden club for outstanding work during the calendar year. 
 

MANCHESTER GARDEN CLUB 
The Club is noted for its exemplary community stewardship.  Among 
its many endeavors are the Vietnam Memorial “Wall That Heals”; 
Native Oak Transplanting; a Monarch Butterfly Way Station; various 
garden therapy programs; an in-club horticulture “buy-in” project 
encouraging club members to participate in garden shows; 
conservation programs; a youth project called “little sprouts” at Lutz 
Children’s Museum; and diverse flower show exhibits – all skillfully 
presented to support and sustain the local and greater community. 
 

 
MARY FRENG SHERLEY 

 MEMORIAL AWARD 
This memorial bowl was established in 1988 to be awarded for  

Horticultural excellence. 
 

  BARBARA O’CONNOR 
TOWN & COUNTRY GARDEN CLUB OF NEWTOWN 

 Barbara O’Connor, of the Town and Country Garden Club of 
Newtown, serves as its current horticultural expert.  For over 50 years 
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she continues to make innumerable contributions to horticultural 
education and excellence.  For Barbara O’Connor horticulture is a 
way of life, whether advising members on garden design or offering 
guidance with eco-friendly pest management.  Barbara O’Connor’s 
lifelong contributions have immensely benefitted the Newtown 
community.   
 
 
  

PRESIDENTS’ BOWL 
To honor all Past Presidents this silver bowl was donated as an award for an outstanding 

community project. 
 

BETHANY GARDEN CLUB 
 With the mission to bring gardening to all people of Bethany 
regardless of age, ability, income or experience, the Club successfully 
established a garden accessible for community enjoyment.  The 
outstanding outcome is a sustainable garden that grows food for a 
soup kitchen and for local families in need – all done with the best 
organic gardening practices.    The intelligence of this project is to be 
commended.  Gardening hats off to excellence. 

 
 
 

PAULINE B. TYLER AWARD 
Established 1990, this traveling silver bowl is for excellence in promoting conservation or 

legislation. 
 

WILTON GARDEN CLUB   
The Wilton Garden Club is recognized for their work at Yale’s 
Peabody Museum Herbarium by generating digital records for the 
Northeastern Consortium of Herbaria database.  The Club’s 
Conservation Committee worked closely with Herbarium Manager 
Dr. Patrick Sweeney. 
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CONNECTICUT ARBOREAL AWARD 
The original Arboreal Award was established in 1984.  In 2005 it was 

expanded to 3 categories for small, medium, and large club, and in 2014 the extra large 
category was added.. 

 
ARBOREAL AWARD – Medium Club (30 to 59) 

  NORTH HAVEN GARDEN CLUB 
Members of the North Haven Garden Club planted native plants at 

North Haven’s Todd’s Pond.  The trees and shrubs were provided by 
Club members and the Southwest Conservation District.  This site has 

been recognized as a Wildlife Habitat by the National Wildlife 
Federation. 

  
ARBOREAL AWARD – Large Club (60 to 99) 
  OLD GREENWICH GARDEN CLUB 

Greenwich Point Park is located on a hillside overlooking a saltwater 
pond and Long Island Sound.  Club members planted native trees and 
shrubs to provide shelter and nesting site while also providing food 
and water for the wildlife.  The Park qualified as a Monarch 
Waystation in 2015. 
  

ARBOREAL AWARD – Extra Large Club (100 and above) 
  ROWAYTON GARDENERS 

The Club is recognized for planting a large dogwood tree at the 
Rowayton Community Center in 2015. 
  
  
  

 

LEE BAUERFELD AWARD 
A traveling silver cup, established in 2002 by the Branford Garden Club, may be awarded 

to a club or individual for an outstanding civic project in the community. 
 

  THE GARDEN CLUB OF HARTFORD 
The Club is to be lauded for its preservation efforts in restoring and 
enhancing the entrances to Hartford’s Frederick Law Olmsted-
designed Keney Park -700 acres located in Hartford and Windsor, 
Connecticut.  The park entrances were cleared of invasives and 
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monitored and documented by the club for regrowth.  The 
partnership of club members with the City of Hartford, landscape 
professionals and various student engagements has created a 
collaborative team which continues to influence a successful outcome. 
 
 
    

  
   

JOYCE P. HARRIS AWARD 
A traveling pewter bowl established in 2002 for outstanding horticulture achievement in 

the recipient’s club and community. 
 

JERRE DAWSON 
WILTON GARDEN CLUB 

 Jerre Dawson, of the Wilton Garden Club, has an extensive 
knowledge of plants which she is always willing to share.  As the 
greenhouse manager of her club she directs all related aspects from 
the technical systems of the greenhouse to appropriate propagation 
methods and to helping design patio containers and baskets. 
 

 
CIVIC CREATIVITY 

Established in 2007 by the Suffield Garden Club, a traveling pewter bowl, is awarded to a 
club for an unusual or outstanding and creative project in the area of civic responsibility. 

 
WILTON GARDEN CLUB  

 The membership distinguishes itself with many creative projects 
sustainable in the community.  The thriving Horseshow Pond Garden 
– 10 years old; the Post Office Garden – 7 years old;  Welcome to 
Wilton signage with Knockout Roses and grasses – 5 years old; A 
Floral Salute to Veterans – 4 years old; Merwin Meadows – making 
attractive areas for walking and swimming;  and yearly beautification 
with hanging baskets.   The Club generously distributes holiday 
decorations to various community services.   We commend its creative 
and sustainable excellence. 
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THE MARY LONCIN FLOWER SHOW AWARD 
Established 2004, a traveling pewter bowl for the highest scoring Standard Flower Show in 

the State. 
TOWN & COUNTRY GARDEN CLUB OF NEWTOWN 

for their Standard Flower Show 
“JOY” 

 
 

THE NELL MCGUINNESS AWARD 
A traveling tray, established by the Guilford Garden Club in recognition of Nell 

McGuinness love of design, awarded for a design at the State Flower Show. 
  

MANCHESTER GARDEN CLUB      
Section F – “Give My Regards to Broadway”   

Class 16 “Tony Award Winners” Vignette Club Competition 
2016 CT Flower Show “In the Spotlight” 

 
 
 
 

TERRY STOLESON CREATIVE DESIGN AWARD 
Awarded for the first time at the 2008 CT Flower and Garden Show, this purple and 

orange rosette is presented to the design that best represents the creativity, imagination 
and originality essential in Creative Design. 

 
 DENISE MANGANO 

THE SHIPPAN POINT GARDEN CLUB 
Section A – “Let’s Go To The Movies” 

Class 3 “Star Wars” 
2016 CT Flower Show “In The Spotlight”  
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CIVIC DEVELOPMENT 

Jan M. Hickcox, Chair  
 

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 
Silver Tray – Small Club membership up to 29 

DAYTIME GARDENERS 
DAYTIME GARDENERS of North Haven has a myriad of successful 
projects.   A power house of 13 members, it supports and enhances a 
challenging garden with close proximity to a major highway 
intersection as well as plantings at the North Haven Library and many 
seasonal decorative planters.  The club nurtures community 
participation by encouraging and rewarding attractive residential 
landscaping. 
 
 

Silver Tray – Medium Club membership 30 to 59 
BRISTOL GARDEN CLUB 

 The Club has timely mastered a lovely hospitable garden on the 
grounds of Bristol’s wonderful Clock Museum located on historic 
Federal Hill.   The City Hall, Library and town welcoming signs are 
all exceptionally maintained by the Club. 
 

 
Silver Tray – Large Club membership 60 to 99 

 DANBURY GARDEN CLUB 
 The Club  works hands-on for “Daily Bread”- a local food pantry, 
flower arrangements beautifying Danbury Hospital’s philanthropy 
events, Ann’s Place Festival of Trees which supports cancer patients 
and blankets for those in need.  The mission of the Club is not the 
usual; however, the wholehearted kindness is to be applauded. 
 
 

 
 

Silver Tray – Extra Large Club membership 100 and over 
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WEST HARTFORD GARDEN CLUB 
 The Club dazzles us with one of their many efforts for this year with 
the completion of the “Yellow Trail” located in the town-owned 
Rockledge Golf Club.  The new winter trail system was produced in 
collaboration with West Hartford Leisure Services.  The trail leads 
one and their dogs, too, to the different varieties of New England trees 
– all with markers for easy identification.  Specific to winter, a club-
produced brochure encourages assessing the character (or absence) of 
leaves and growth habitat. 
 
 

Certificate of Individual Achievement 
NANCY MACY 

THE GARDEN CLUB OF HARTFORD 
Nancy Macy is a longtime loyal and supportive resident of Hartford.  
She has been president of The Garden Club of Hartford, served on 
many Hartford boards such as Knox Park Foundation and the 
Friends of Pope Park – all organizations whose mission promote a 
healthy city.    Nancy is part of a team that continues to improve the 
entrances to Hartford’s Keney Park, a project commended for its 
community partnership and collaboration.  Nancy’s compelling 
passion for historic, current and future Hartford helps make it a 
better place for all. 
 

  
Certificate of Individual Achievement 

LYNN BEAULIEU 
MANCHESTER GARDEN CLUB 

  There is a delightful accomplished man in the Manchester Garden 
Club:  Lynn Beaulieu!  He has served with a smile and in leadership 
capacity for many years.   He is a gifted floral designer as well as a 
prize-winning orchid grower.  Lynn brings  his talent to many 
Hartford philanthropic efforts, such as Elizabeth Park Conservancy 
in West Hartford; the Wadsworth Athenaeum in Hartford; and The 
Federation’s annual flower show held at the Hartford Convention 
Center in February. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS 
AND CONSERVATION 

Ellie Tessmer, Chairman 

CONSERVATION AWARD 
Established in 2002 in honor of Jeanne Lena, for excellence in conservation. 

 
  MANCHESTER GARDEN CLUB 

Members of the Manchester Garden Club were involved in 
fostering a parent tree program and Monarch Waystation.   
Chair Molly Toomey worked directly with the Manchester 
Conservation Committee in maintaining and protecting the open 
space areas and adjacent gardens.  Members ‘fostered’ four-foot 
high trees until they were more mature for planting at the 
Hockanum River Linear Park as native tree replacements.  
Chair Lynda Brown developed a Monarch Way station site at 
Center Springs Park.  Her committee cleared the area; the town 
provided top soil, and members donated appropriate plants for 
the site.   
  

 
Certificate of Individual Achievement 

MARYANN AINSWORTH 
NORWALK GARDEN CLUB 

A long-standing member of the Norwalk Garden Club, 
Maryann Ainsworth has grown common native milkweed 
(Asclepias syriaca) for several years in her perennial garden to 
attract monarch butterflies.  She has supplied seeds to Norwalk 
Land Trust properties and to Mill Hill Historic Park public area 
plantings. 
  
 

 
 

Certificate of Individual Achievement 
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SALLY BROCKETT 
DAYTIME GARDENERS 

One of Sally Brockett’s many conservation projects is to educate 
the community on the value of Mason Bees as pollinators.  Sally 
provided a power point program on the bees’ needs, 
environment and life cycle.  At several workshops, members 
were provided kits made by Walter Brockett, which they then 
assembled and later installed at the participants’ homes.  A 
follow up survey of orchard bee activity provided data on the 
bees.  Participants were not only members of Daytime 
Gardeners but also North Haven Garden Club and Wallingford 
Garden Club. 

   
Club Certificate of Achievement 

  THE GARDEN CLUB OF NEWTOWN 
This Club has been at the forefront to increase the awareness of 
threatened pollinator species.    Proposals for protecting our 
pollinators include planting native plants, using safe alternatives to 
pesticides, seeking support for the protection of pollinators.  Members 
of the Garden Club of Newtown provided information at various 
regional Fairs and at the NOFA Conference, via newsletters and 
articles for the Newtown Bee and The Federated CFNEWS.  A website 
was created:  www.propollinators.org.   The Club also participated in 
state and Federal legislation on pollinator bills and programs.  They 
have thoroughly researched alternatives of neonicotinoids. 
 
   

Club Certificate of Achievement 
  SUFFIELD GARDEN CLUB 

The Suffield Garden Club has a 50-year history of planting dogwood 
trees along the historic Main Street, totaling 120 trees to date.  The 
latest plantings involved 20 white and 20 pink dogwood trees, many of 
them new and some of them as replacements. 

 
 
 

Club Certificate of Achievement 
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 WILTON GARDEN CLUB 
“Walk and Talk” is a series of lectures and guided hikes co-sponsored 
by the Wilton Garden Club.   The main objective is to provide 
appreciation of open space sites.  Lectures focused on the 2015 
International Year of soil, light pollution, invasives, air quality, and 
storm water runoff.   
   
  

 
ENVIRONMENTAL AWARD 

Established in 1993, a traveling silver bowl, awarded to a club or individual for 
outstanding involvement in areas of environmental awareness. 

KENSINGTON GARDEN CLUB 
The Kensington Garden Club established the Marjorie Moore 
Bird Sanctuary on town land many year ago and has maintained 
it regularly ever since.  Members provide food and water for the 
birds, created brush piles for shelter, installed bird houses, bat 
houses, and bird feeders which they monitor.  Native plants have 
been chosen to provide the wildlife with natural food.  The site 
was certified as an official Wildlife Habitat by the National 
Wildlife Federation.  Many individual club members have 
certified Wildlife Habitat sites and have installed butterfly 
gardens. 
 

Certificate of Individual Achievement 
GERRI GIORDANO 

NORTH HAVEN GARDEN CLUB 
Gerri Giordano is a member of the North Haven Garden Club 
as well as the North Haven Conservation Commission.  She 
organizes the annual Earth Day Program in North Haven.  She 
provides updates on local, state and Federal environmental 
issues that need attention:  Remediation at Upjohn; United 
Illuminating Company’s tree cutting; Food Waste Recycling; 
Felled Tree Project; Local Blight; Microbeads; Invasives.   Her 
involvement with environmental issues is impressive. 
 

Certificate of Individual Achievement 
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BARBARA NORRGARD 
OLD GREENWICH GARDEN CLUB 

As a member of the Old Greenwich Garden Club, Barbara 
Norrgard provides members with detailed reports on 
environmental issues on a monthly basis, which includes 
handouts on chemical free lawns, pollinator gardens, native 
plants and many more environmental issues of concern. 
 
 

CONNECTICUT 
FLOWER SHOW AWARDS 

THE FEDERATED GARDEN CLUBS OF CONNECTICUT, INC. 
Rebecca Paul, 2015-2016 Judges Council Chairman 

Trish Manfredi, Current Judges Council Chairman 
  
 

FGCCT CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT 
Guilford Garden Club; Leete’s Island GC and The Garden Club of 

Madison 
A Small Standard Flower Show “Play Time” 

 
 

FGCCT CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT 
The Riverside Garden Club  

and The Garden Club of Old Greenwich 
A Small Standard Flower Show “Frida Kahlo in Bloom” 

 
 

FGCCT CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT 
Rowayton Gardeners 

A Small Standard Flower Show  
“Celebrating Historical Rowayton” 
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FGCCT CITATION – Design 

Guilford GC; Leete’s Island GC and GC of Madison 
A Small Standard Flower Show “Play Time” 

 
Riverside GC and GC of Old Greenwich 

A Small Standard Flower Show “Frida Kahlo in Bloom 
 

Town and Country Garden Club of Newtown 
Standard Flower Show “Joy” 

 
FGCCT CITATION – Horticulture 

Guilford GC; Leete’s Island GC and GC of Madison 
A Small Standard Flower Show “Play Time” 

 
Riverside GC and GC of Old Greenwich 

A Small Standard Flower Show “Frida Kahlo in Bloom” 
 

Rowayton Gardeners 
A Small Standard Flower Show 

“Celebrating Historical Rowayton” 
 

FGCCT CITATION – Photography 
Guilford GC; Leete’s Island GC and GC of Madison 

A Small Standard Flower Show “Play Time” 
 

FGCCT CITATION – Schedule 
Guilford GC; Leete’s Island GC and GC of Madison 

A Small Standard Flower Show “Play Time” 
 

Rowayton Gardeners 
A Small Standard Flower Show 

“Celebrating Historical Rowayton” 
 

Town and Country Garden Club of Newtown 
Standard Flower Show “Joy” 
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FGCCT CITATION – Staging 

Guilford GC; Leete’s Island GC and GC of Madison 
A Small Standard Flower Show “Play Time” 

 
Riverside GC and GC of Old Greenwich 

A Small Standard Flower Show “Frida Kahlo in  Bloom 
 

Rowayton Gardeners 
A Small Standard Flower Show 

“Celebrating Historical Rowayton” 
 
 
 
 
 

      GARDEN THERAPY 
Dottie Fox, Chairman 

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 
 

Silver Tray – Small Club membership 29 and under 
BELLTOWN GARDEN CLUB OF EAST HAMPTON 

 The Belltown Garden Club has completed the refurbishing and 
maintenance of the garden to the entrance of the Comstock Bridge on 
the Salmon River.  They have worked in conjunction with the DEEP 
Park Manager and their State Representative to make the access to 
the bridge safer for a broader diversity of the population.  Now 
challenged individuals are able to walk onto the bridge and/or sit 
along the river to enjoy the natural therapeutic beauty and historical 
elements of this site.  Native shrubs and perennials were planted in 
mulched gardens.  A grant was received from our Federation for park 
benches and the planting of two Redbud trees.  Fourteen deer-
resistant shrubs were also planted throughout the area after the 
overgrowth was removed, making the area more attractive and 
manageable for future maintenance. 

 
Silver Tray – Medium Club membership 30 to 59 
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LEETE’S ISLAND GARDEN CLUB 
The Leete’s Island Garden Club  works on a monthly basis with 25 
residents at the Apple Rehab Guilford Facility to help them create 
seasonal floral arrangements for their rooms.   They enlisted the help 
of three mildly autistic work interns (with their supervisor from 
Ability Beyond, which is a jobs training program with the non-profit 
Roses for Autism Organization), who assisted the committee in 
therapy session activities.  These activities not only included floral 
arrangements, but raffles for number recognition as well as singing. 
  

Silver Tray – Large Club membership 60 to 99 
  GARDEN CLUB OF MADISON  

The Garden Club of Madison meets monthly with senior citizens 
who are physically challenged or mentally affected with 
Alzheimer’s.  Over 25% of their club membership donates their 
time encouraging the clients to use their own creativity to make 
floral arrangements and do other garden-related projects. 
Decorative artificial pollinators are added to the floral bouquets 
while at the same time teaching is done about the many varieties 
of pollinators such as bees, butterflies, birds, and bats.  
  
 

Silver Tray – Extra Large Club membership 100 and over 
THE LONG HILL GARDEN CLUB 

The Long Hill Garden Club celebrated their 75th anniversary 
with the senior citizens and disabled at the Stern Village 
Facility.  Their descriptions of their monthly projects were 
extremely innovative (e.g. programs on herbs for the senses – 
touch, smell and recipes for the tasting pleasure).   This garden 
club is truly living their theme for the year “Branching Out – 
Growing Generations” by beginning a second garden therapy 
program working with young adults from the Elite program, 
who are planting flowers throughout town. 
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Certificate of Individual Achievement 

BARBARA PEZZULLO 
LONG HILL GARDEN CLUB 

 Barbara Pezzullo attends every monthly Garden Therapy 
program.  She not only provides great program ideas but she is 
the club’s “Garden Therapy shopper and treasurer”.  
  
 
  

Certificate of Individual Achievement 
FLORENCE VANNONI 

REDDING GARDEN CLUB 
Club member and Master Gardener Florence Vannoni has 
volunteered weekly through the planting season maintaining the 
seniors’ garden at the community center so the seniors there can 
join her in harvesting flowers and vegetables for their 
enjoyment.  Florence also gave a presentation to the community 
about the monarch butterfly and how the efforts of growing 
milkweed in the seniors’ garden was a way of supporting the 
monarch butterfly in its migration.  Her commitment to 
educating the public has been never ending and very 
inspirational. 

 
  Certificate of Individual Achievement 

DIANA DEFILLIPPO 
  GARDEN CLUB OF ORANGE 

Diana DeFillippo, Garden Therapy Co-Chair, has been an 
enthusiastic member of The Garden Club of Orange since 2011.  
In preparation for her monthly meeting with residents at The 
Orange Healthcare Facility, Diana, working with her co-chair, 
prepares a schedule of interesting sessions to include floral 
design, pollinators, and horticulture.  Her floral designs, 
corsages, collages, wall hangings, placemats and window boxes 
are enjoyed by the residents and their families year round. 
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Club Certificate of Achievement 
REDDING GARDEN CLUB 

Members of the Redding Garden Club meet to create small 
arrangements for Hospice patients and to maintain a small 
senior garden.  During the spring and summer growing season 
the club maintains a very large enclosed garden where seniors 
from the senior center help to plant vegetables and flowers that 
they can later enjoy. 
  

Club Certificate of Achievement 
SUBURBAN GARDEN CLUB OF CHESHIRE 

For the past several years, the Suburban Garden Club of 
Cheshire has been providing individual vintage container floral 
arrangements for the CT Hospice in Branford on a monthly 
basis.  Once a year they involve the entire membership at a 
monthly meeting in this project, which is led by a floral 
designer.  Each member makes two arrangements – one for 
themselves and one to go to Hospice (e.g. “tea for two” in china 
tea cups or mugs). 
  
 

Club Certificate of Achievement 
GARDEN CLUB OF WOODBRIDGE 

 This club’s garden therapy group provides ongoing workshops to 
help improve memory, provide socialization, and taste initiation with 
seniors and Alzheimer patients at the Coachman Square Senior Living 
Complex on a monthly basis.  Smell, color recognition, and memory 
recognition are stressed through the use of plant materials. 
  
 
 

 
GARDENING CONSULTANTS COUNCIL 
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Joanne McKendry, Lovely Garden Award Chairman 
 

The Penny Jarvis Love-ly Garden Award is presented to   ANDREA 
BELOUS, a member of the ARBOR GARDEN CLUB OF CLINTON. 
 
More than thirty years ago an old friend instilled in Andrea a passion 
for growing plants.  Over the years, Andrea has created a series of 
amazing garden beds by blending natives, tropicals and edibles. The 
gardens have grown into welcoming, peaceful and gorgeous spaces 
with a soothing feel. 
 
The entrance garden complements the shoreline community. The back 
garden is a unique collection of over-wintered pots, perennials, 
shrubs, trees, vegetables and nautical accents - all created with an 
artistic design. The use of gently undulating flower beds makes this 
intimate garden feel bigger. 
 
It is with great pleasure that Gardening Consultants Council 
recognizes Andrea and her Love-Ly Garden. 
 
 

 
HISTORIC, MEMORIAL, AND PUBLIC 

GARDENS 
Nancy Lenoce, Chairman 

 
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 

 
Silver Tray – Medium Club 30 to 59 members 

   POMPERAUG VALLEY GARDEN CLUB 
The Pomperaug Valley Garden Club completed a significant 
installation at The Leroy Anderson Memorial Bandstand in 
Woodbury.  The structure surrounded by burning bush 
(Eunonymous alatus) was removed by the town at the club’s 
recommendation.  Garden club members provided compost and 
plants, hostas in the shaded portions and perennial butterfly 
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plants in the sunny front areas.  Plans were from the club plant 
sale as well as donations. 
  
  

Silver Tray – Large Club membership 60 to 99 
  MANCHESTER GARDEN CLUB   

 The Manchester Garden Club helped with the traveling 
Vietnam Memorial “Wall That Heals”.  Members placed 
memorial wreaths and enhanced the plantings at the town’s own 
Vietnam Memorial Garden.  Club members supported this 
event with customized “Forget-Me-Not” seed packets to family 
members of those honored on the Wall as well as handing out 
hundreds of additional seed packets at the town’s Vietnam 
Memorial Garden during the four-day event. 
 

Silver Tray – Extra Large Club membership 100 and more 
ROWAYTON GARDENERS 

Rowayton Gardeners took over management of the Pinkney 
Memorial Garden in the spring of 2015.  A seaside garden of 
plantings appropriate to the 19th century is now in the care of 
dedicated Rowayton Gardeners.  A new, reclaimed  iron fence 
from the local train station was repurposed and installed in May 
as a memorial to a family member of a local resident. 
 
 

Certificate of Individual Achievement 
 BENE JABLONSKI 

  NORTH HAVEN GARDEN CLUB 
   Bene Jablonski worked tirelessly devoting many hours of labor 
and love to a project refurbishing a neglected memorial garden 
dedicated to her friend Kathy Brandt.  In the restoration 
process many healthy plants were discovered as well as the 
relocation of a child’s memorial marker to this site.   Adding 
colorful seasonal plants has continued in the care of this garden 
by Bene with help from some club members. 
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Club Certificate of   Achievement  

BRISTOL GARDEN CLUB   
 Bristol Garden Club did a permanent remodel of three large 
cement planters, filled with various colored mums in the fall 
(Bristol being the “Mum City”) and colorful salvia and 
marigolds for spring and summer patriotic splendor - an annual 
project to continue to create a beautiful welcome entrance to 
City Hall. 
 

Club Certificate of Achievement 
MANCHESTER GARDEN CLUB 

Support of Wickham Park, a non-profit park in Manchester/East 
Hartford has been ongoing for the Manchester Garden Club.  In 
addition to financial support and donations, members of the club this 
past year volunteered to work two-hour shifts to operate the electric 
train set that runs throughout the Sensory Garden.  

 
 

Club Certificate of Achievement 
NORTH HAVEN GARDEN CLUB 

 A neglected garden was refurbished to provide a fitting memorial to a 
beloved teacher – The Kathy Brandt Memorial Garden at Ridge Road 
Elementary School.  The North Haven Garden Club members worked 
together to prune, repair, plant and mulch this garden.  Through the 
generosity of club members, the Town of North Haven, and friends, 
no funds from the garden club were used for this project. 
 

Club Certificate of Achievement 
WILTON GARDEN CLUB 

Wilton Garden Club has worked with the Wilton Historical 
Society for many years in the renovation and care of the 
Colonial Herb Garden.  Members working with Master 
Gardeners regularly in the Herb Garden provide mentorship 
and oversight to the Interns, ensuring that its gardens at the 
Museum are as lovely and authentic as possible. 
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 Club Citations 
 The following Garden Clubs are recognized for their excellent reports 
detailing an overview and description of Historical, Memorial and 
Public gardens lovingly cared for by club members.   Photo 
illustrations included with their reports contributed to their being 
recognized with a Club Citation. 
 

BETHEL GARDEN CLUB 

BRANFORD GARDEN CLUB 

MANCHESTER GARDEN CLUB 

NORTH HAVEN GARDEN CLUB 

REDDING GARDEN CLUB 

 
 

  

 
HORTICULTURE 
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Elizabeth Rinaldi, Chairman 

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE IN HORTICULTURE 

OLD SAYBROOK GARDEN CLUB 
 The Old Saybrook Garden Club, Inc. plants 23 large planters in 
the median of Main Street every spring with thousands of 
annuals, and maintains them throughout the season.  They also 
planted and maintain a perennial garden which stops traffic at a 
major intersection, further adding to the beauty of the business 
district.  The Old Saybrook Garden Club’s annual plant sale is a 
major community event.  They have monthly horticulture 
reports from September to May where members research plant 
of interest.  Each June they hold “open gardens” where 
members invite other club members and their families to view 
their gardens. 
 
 

Certificate of Individual Achievement 
LINDA BRADFORD 

 THE GARDEN CLUB OF ORANGE 
 Linda Bradfor, of The Garden Club of Orange, has been the Club’s 
“go to” person for all things horticultural since 2012.  She emails all 
club members with tips and techniques for the monthly exhibits.  She 
shows professionalism and creativity in all her horticulture activities. 
 
 

Certificate of Individual Achievement 
 ANN HACKER 

BRANFORD GARDEN CLUB 
   Ann Hacker, of the Branford Garden Club, has displayed quite 
grace and good cheer for the past ten years.   Every year she orders 
500 Daffodil bulbs and then organizes where they are to be planted 
throughout the town.  Through her efforts Branford is now 5,000 
bulbs richer, delighting residents and visitors alike. 

 
Certificate of Individual Achievement 

CLAIRE NORRIS 
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OLDE RIPTON GARDEN CLUB 
 Claire Norris, a charter member of the Olde Ripton Garden Club, 
has served as every officer of her club, including two terms as 
president.  She maintains two urns at the library as well as chairs the 
annual plant sale identifying every specimen brought in for sale. 
 

Certificate of Individual Achievement 
CHARLENE BARNES 

THE GARDEN CLUB OF OLD GREENWICH  
Charlene Barnes, of The Garden Club of Old Greenwich, led youth 
botany workshops, participates in community outreach answering 
horticulture questions and maintains the club’s Facebook page with 
posts of horticultural interest. 

  
Certificate of Individual Achievement 

MARIA HOLZBERG 
MIDDLETOWN GARDEN CLUB 

 Maria Holzberg has worked with neighbors of the Farm Hill School 
and the City Public Works Department to design and plant a safe bus 
stop area and seating spot for parents picking up children.  Maria has 
written and received two grants to create a butterfly garden at the 
school. 
 

Club Certificate of Achievement 
DANBURY GARDEN CLUB 

The Danbury Garden Club strives to encourage enjoyment of gardens 
and for members to learn propagation, pruning and general 
maintenance techniques as well as landscape design through 
numerous workshops and program speakers.   
  

Club Certificate of Achievement 
  GARDEN CLUB OF WOODBRIDGE 

 The Garden Club of Woodbridge continues to maintain five different 
gardens throughout town as well as revitalize the vegetable garden at 
the Senior Center which produces food used in meals for seniors. 
 

Club Certificate of Achievement 
 WALLINGFORD GARDEN CLUB 
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 The Wallingford Garden Club has several gardens as well as planters 
it maintains throughout the town.  They have numerous reports and 
presentations on horticulture-related topics and issues as well as 
volunteer at the Southwest Conservation District plant sale. 
  

Club Certificate of Achievement 
SUBURBAN GARDEN CLUB OF CHESHIRE 

 The Suburban Garden Club of Cheshire offers their community two 
learning experiences – one through their May plant sale and the other 
a biennial houseplant auction.  The club maintains four different 
gardens throughout town and they create and deliver individual floral 
arrangements to patients at the Hospice in Branford. 
 

 Club Certificate of Achievement  
 THE WEST HARTFORD GARDEN CLUB   

 The West Hartford Garden Club maintains two historic gardens in 
town.  They have also started a Community Outreach Program to 
encourage composting including workshops and by the sale of 
compost bins. 

  
 

 
 
 
 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
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and COMMUNICATIONS 
Barbara Bosco, Chairman 

1.  PUBLICITY PRESS BOOKS – in CT 

 Small Club –  1st NORTH HAVEN GARDEN CLUB 
                       

      Medium Club – 1st CHESHIRE GARDEN CLUB 
                                                                      

          Large Club –    1st  WALLINGFORD GARDEN CLUB 
               

 
2.  NEWSLETTERS – in CT 
  
      Medium Club –  1st Suburban Garden Club of Cheshire 
         2nd   Garden Club of Orange 
                        2nd   Town & Country Garden Club of     
                                           Newtown 
      Large Club  -     1st    Danbury Garden Club 
                   1st    Redding Garden Club 
       2nd   Garden Club of Hartford 
                                  2nd    Lyme Garden Club 
                       2nd    Mystic Garden Club   
      Extra Large Club – 1st  Branford Garden Club 
        1st The West Hartford Garden Club 
 
  
3.  PUBLICATIONS: Certificates of Merit: 
 

A.  CLUB HISTORY – Plant Sale Booklet 
 
         Large Club -    1st    Wallingford Garden Club 
 
 B.  BROCHURES 
 
         Medium Club -  1st     Garden Club of Orange 
             2nd    Olde Ripton Garden Club      
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C.  ELECTRONIC MEDIA – Facebook Page 
 

                     Medium Club -  1st  North Haven Garden Club 
                     Large Club –      1st  Suffield Garden Club 

            2nd  Wallingford Garden Club 
 
 D. ELECTRONIC MEDIA – Website 
 
        Medium Club -       1st    Olde Ripton Garden Club 
        Large Club -           1st   The Shippan Point Garden Club 
                 2nd  Suffield Garden Club 
                  2nd  Garden Club of Hartford 
       Extra Large Club – 1st  West Hartford Garden Club 
         
 
  
 
E.  NEWSPAPER COLUMN 
 
       THE GARDEN CLUB OF ORANGE  “The Garden Spot” 
 
F.  SPECIAL PROJECTS –Power Point Presentation (CD) 
 
       TOWN & COUNTRY GARDEN CLUB OF NEWTOWN 

“Awareness of Indoor Air Pollutants” 
 
 
        
 
  
 
 
 
 
                

SCHOLARSHIP 
Judy Joly, Chairman 



 40 

THE FEDERATED GARDEN CLUBS OF CONNECTICUT, INC.  
SCHOLARSHIPS 

  
VINAY ANANTHACHAR 

  YALE SCHOOL OF FORESTRY AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
STUDIES 

Vinay Ananthachar is a licensed Professional Engineer (PE) with more than a 
decade of experience in energy efficiency. He has a BS in Engineering from 
Bangalore University, India and a Master’s in Solar Energy from UMass. Vinay 
works at Eversource Energy in Berlin, Connecticut. He is responsible for 
planning, developing and evaluating energy efficiency programs. He regularly 
examines state and federal policies and evaluates their impact on utility energy 
efficiency programs.   
 
Vinay also serves on technical committees at the American Society of Heating, 
Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE), where he actively 
participates in the development of building energy standards, handbooks and 
guidelines.  
 
While at Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies, Vinay wants to build 
deeper awareness of energy and environmental policies.  He expects to receive a Master of 
Environmental Management in May 2017 and plans to work for a national or international 
organization with a focus on renewable energy policies. He is a native of Bengaluru, India.  

 
 

AMBER COLLETT 
  YALE SCHOOL OF FORESTRY AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

STUDIES 
Amber Collett is pursuing a Masters of Environmental Science at Yale School of 
Forestry & Environmental Studies. Her mixed-methods research explores the 
intersection between human and ecological community resilience in complex 
urban environments. As both a researcher and practitioner, Amber seeks to create 
cross-sector collaborations that result in greening projects that beautify vacant lots 
and create long-term ecological research opportunities. In the future, she hopes to 
continue working with major foundations, community residents, hospitals, elected 
officials, city planners, designers, and nonprofits to build unique coalitions to 
promote human and ecological dignity. 
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CARA DONOVAN 
YALE SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH  and of SCHOOL OF 

FORESTRY AND ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 
 
Cara Donovan is a joint degree student at the School of Public Health and the 
School of Forestry and Environmental Studies at Yale. She grew up in Bristol, 
Rhode Island and graduated from Connecticut College in 2008 with a major in 
Environmental Studies and Hispanic Studies. Her interests are in improving 
human health and the environment through sustainable food systems. This past 
summer she worked with New Haven Farms to evaluate the impact of their 
Incubator Garden Program for low-income residents with diabetes and metabolic 
syndrome. Her thesis research explores the barriers and facilitators to access and 
utilization of nutritious native and traditional crops in child and infant feeding in 
Cochabamba, Bolivia. She currently works as a research assistant for the 
Connecticut Mental Health Center on their Food Transformation Initiative – an 
effort to incorporate food and nutrition into holistic health care practice. Prior to 
starting her program, she worked at CitySeed in New Haven as an AmeriCorps 
VISTA Volunteer & Outreach Coordinator, and later as Mobile Market Manager. 
In her spare time she enjoys practicing yoga, cooking, and just being outdoors. 
 
 		

		

  
 
 
 
 

YEARBOOKS 
2015-2016 

David Pritchard, Yearbook Chairman 
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YEARBOOK AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 

Established in 2004 by Flo Flynn and Inge Venus, a traveling 
 pewter bowl, for the highest scoring Yearbook 

 
OLDE RIPTON GARDEN CLUB 

Class III (30 – 44 members) 
 

Class I  (under 20 members) 
1st    DAYTIME GARDENERS 

    
Class II (20 - 29 members) 

1st    COUNTRY GARDENERS OF GLASTONBURY 
2nd   THE ARBOR GARDEN CLUB OF CLINTON 

2nd   SPRING GLEN GARDEN CLUB 
 

    
Class III (30 - 44 members) 

1st  DURHAM GARDEN CLUB 
1st  NORTH HAVEN GARDEN CLUB 

1st  SOUTHBURY GARDEN CLUB 
1st  TOWN & COUNTRY GARDEN CLUB  OF NEWTOWN 

   
Class IV (45 - 69 members) 

1st   DUCK RIVER GARDEN CLUB OF OLD LYME 
1st   LEETE’S ISLAND GARDEN CLUB 

1st   MILFORD GARDEN CLUB 
1st    GARDEN CLUB OF NEWTOWN 

1st   OLD SAYBROOK GARDEN CLUB 
1st   GARDEN CLUB OF ORANGE 
1st   RIVERSIDE GARDEN CLUB 

                            
Class V (70 - 99 members) 

1st   DANBURY GARDEN CLUB 
1st GUILFORD GARDEN CLUB 

1st   THE GARDEN CLUB OF MADISON 
1st  THE MANCHESTER GARDEN CLUB 

1st  ORCHARD VALLEY GARDEN CLUB OF SOUTHINGTON 
1st WALLINGFORD GARDEN CLUB 



 43 

 
  Class VI (over 100 members) 

     1st SUFFIELD GARDEN CLUB 
                          1st    WEST HARTFORD GARDEN CLUB 
   

 
YOUTH 

Ann Germano, Chairman 

YOUTH AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 
 

Silver Tray - Medium Club Membership 30 to 59 
BRISTOL GARDEN CLUB 

One hundred and twenty children participated in the programs 
at the Imagine Nation Museum.  The “flower ladies” of the 
Bristol Garden Club held nine sessions and introduced the 
children to different floral artists and floral arrangements.  The 
children’s art work and the floral designs were part of a city 
wide art show hosted by the Bristol Board of Education and the 
Museum.  The Bristol Garden Club also continues to meet 
weekly from May to October with children from the Cambridge 
Park Boys and Girls Club.  They work to help the children 
harvest, prepare and then consume produce from the raised 
garden beds at this low income housing site. 
 

Silver Tray – Large Club Membership 60 to 99 
WALLINGFORD GARDEN CLUB 

The Wallingford Garden Club participated in two National 
Garden Club Youth programs this year.  A display board and 
table advertising the Youth Poster contest were placed in the 
Nature Center; poster supplies were provided.  Eleven posters 
were submitted to the state contest and resulted in a winning 
First Grade poster.  This garden club also participated in the 
National “Frightened Frog” program.  A copy of the book was 
donated to each of the eight elementary schools in Wallingford.   
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A display board of frog pictures and facts was developed for the 
Children’s Library Nature Corner.  In April, the club held a 
children’s nature walk to a vernal pool and also presented a 
library program which included a craft activity and a talk by an 
award winning environmentalist. 
 

Silver Tray – Extra Large Club Membership 100 and more 
LONG HILL GARDEN CLUB 

The Long Hill Garden Club has implemented all phases of their 
“Growing a Generation of Gardeners” program.  This past year 
677 children were actively involved in the program.  Seventy 
preschoolers attended fifteen weeks of gardening and nature 
classes.  Three hundred and eighty first graders helped to plant 
a tree at their individual elementary school.  One hundred and 
eighty third graders attended a “Frightened Frog” program  
Twelve girl scouts earned a badge. The Middle school courtyard 
club had between ten and fifteen children working afternoons to 
restore one of the school courtyards.  Twenty high school 
students worked to weed and mulch individual gardens at the 
apartments in the senior housing project. 
  

LUCKNER YOUTH AWARD 
 

Silver Bowl – Medium Club Membership 30 to 59 
 WATERTOWN GARDEN CLUB 

The Swift Junior Garden Club meets after school and maintains 
two separate courtyards and three seasonal planters at Swift 
Middle School under the guidance of the Watertown Garden 
Club.  They have planted bulbs, hatched and released butterflies 
and studied the praying mantis.  The program also includes 
nature art projects. 

 
Silver Bowl – Large Club Membership 60 to 99 

SUFFIELD GARDEN CLUB 
For thirty-five years, this club has purchased saplings for the 
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fourth grade children.  This year, one hundred and eighty 
crabapple trees, each five to six feet tall, were bagged with soil, 
labeled with planting instructions and given to the students at 
the end of day after an Arbor Day program in the school gym.   
The club has also started two new programs this year.  They 
have worked with a Brownie troop once a month; sessions have 
included planting seeds and dish gardens as well as making 
flower arrangements and bird feeders.  A new after school 
horticultural club for fifth graders has proved successful and 
will continue next year.  Suffield Garden Club says they have 
learned a valuable lesson:  “If a program no longer works, don’t 
quit – try something new”. 
 

Silver Bowl – Extra Large Club Membership 100 and more 
WILTON GARDEN CLUB 

Green Teens Gardening at Trackside is a new after school 
program for children in grades 5 to 8.   Over twenty-five 
children meet each Wednesday in Spring and Fall at the 
Trackside Teen Center.  They meet two to three times a week in 
the summer and their families are invited to help.  The 
Neighborhood Garden had fallen into disrepair so Boy Scout 
Troop 20 was asked to help repair the four raised beds and to 
build two new ones.  Scouts, garden club members and the 
students worked to install a drip irrigation system.  The goal of 
the program is to teach about creating and maintaining gardens 
as well as the importance of healthy eating.   During the year, 
guest speakers from the community teach such things as 
composting, organic gardening, soil amendments and garden 
art.  Vegetables and flowers are gown for the Wilton food bank. 
 
 
 

Club Certificate of Achievement 
DANBURY GARDEN CLUB 

The Danbury Garden Club has increased Pembroke School 
Club to 24 members.  They have formed a new partnership this 
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year with the YMCA, the PTO, and the Boy Scouts to plant a 
vegetable garden and to clean an interior courtyard at the 
school. 
 

Club Certificate of Achievement 
DUCK RIVER GARDEN CLUB OF OLD LYME 

This Club participates in many Youth programs throughout the 
year.  They take care of the flower gardens at the Mile Creek 
Elementary School and work with a Brownie and a Girl Scout 
troop at the school.  They taught about bulbs at the Old Lyme 
Mile Creek School ACE program and planted daffodils in the 
school courtyard.  During the annual plant sale, children can 
plant a free plant for Mother’s Day. 

 
Club Certificate of Achievement 

MANCHESTER GARDEN CLUB 
This Club partnered with the Lutz Children’s Museum for a 
craft program and produced over one hundred Christmas 
ornaments for the Cheney Homestead Holiday Open House. 
 
 

Club Certificate of Achievement 
NORTH HAVEN GARDEN CLUB 

The club continued to hold weekly sessions at the Green Acres 
School in September and from mid-April to June.   They 
maintain the school courtyards and the planters.  The 
caterpillars that were featured at the High School Earthy Day 
Program turned into butterflies and were released during the 
May Market Plant Sale. 
 
 

 
 

Club Certificate of Achievement 
ROWAYTON GARDENERS 

This club holds a variety of programs throughout the year in the 
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potting Shed of the Rowayton Gardener Education Center.  A 
variety of weekly programs are held in April and May.  A six-
week summer garden program celebrates a local library theme.  
The eight-week fall program features garden crafts on Soccer 
Saturdays. 
 

Club Certificate of Achievement 
WESTPORT GARDEN CLUB 

The Westport Garden Club partnered with Pivit Ministries to 
develop four new flower gardens at the Waltersville School in 
Bridgeport.  The mean from Pivit dug and prepared the soil; the 
garden club members and two teachers planted donated plants 
in the gardens and new containers.   Seventh and eighth grade 
students are responsible for weeding and watering. 

  
 

SPECIAL CERTIFICATES 
                These certificates are given for unusual projects which do not fit         
                                              under any other category. 
 
The following garden clubs are recognized for having 
participated in a joint endeavor to plant one white oak, one red 
oak, two pin oaks, and several other trees to beautify a new 
‘park’ on a historic mill site in South Glastonbury.   Town staff 
members plus Bob Shipman, head of the town beautification 
committee, assisted with the planting. 
 

COUNTRY GARDENERS OF GLASTONBURY 
EVERGREEN GARDEN CLUB 

GLASTONBURY GARDEN CLUB 
HILL AND DALE GARDEN CLUB 

WOODSIDE GARDEN CLUB 
 

TOWN & COUNTRY GARDEN CLUB OF NEWTOWN 
“Branding Our Club” was a most unusual way to aid club 
members, the public and the flower show judges with easy-to-
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read information in connection with their Standard Flower 
Show entitled “JOY” at The Cyrenius Booth Library in 
Newtown, a theme most suitable to celebrate their 50th 
anniversary.   The design for all printed material was 
exceptionally attractive, demonstrating a theme which was floral 
and upscale – and free to the public.  All material was compiled  
in a large beautifully bound especially made binder. 
  

Club Certificate of Appreciation 
We would like to recognize a special member of our Leete’s 
Island Garden Club. 
At 97, Janette Koncz is the longest serving member for over 52 
years.  She has continued to be involved in Club events and 
activities as recently as three years ago when she served as Chair 
of our Sunshine and Telephone Committee. 
As President from 1964 to 1966 she was deeply involved in all 
club matters and in many club activities for years since. 
She is a deeply treasured member of our Club and the Leete’s 
Island community. 
We feel that Janette Koncz is the epitome of what club 
membership represents.  

********* 
Congratulations to the many recipients and to those who 
haven’t won this year.  Remember to submit your 
projects on the annual reports that will be coming out in 
January. 
 
We extend our appreciation to Barker Specialty 
Company for engraving our existing traveling silver 
awards at no cost to The Federation. 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES     
These numbers reflect membership in NGC & FGCCT 
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Eighty – Five Years 

Morris Cove Garden Club	
Ridgefield Garden Club	

 
Eighty Years 

Hortulus 
Suffield Garden Club 

 
Seventy-Five Years 

Cherry Brook Garden Club of Canton 
Darien Garden Club 

Long Hill Garden Club 
New Britain Garden Club 

 
Seventy Years 

Durham Garden Club 
	

Sixty-Five Years 
Belltown Garden Club of East Hampton 

 
Sixty Years 

East Hartford Garden Club 
East Lyme Garden Club 

The Garden Club of Newtown 
	
 

Fifty-Five Years 
Hill and Dale GC of Glastonbury 

Stonington Garden Club 
	


